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From the almshouses of seventeenth-century Puritans to the massive housing projects of the mid-twentieth
century, the struggle over housing assistance in the United States has exposed a deep-seated ambivalence
about the place of the urban poor. Lawrence J. Vale's groundbreaking book is both a comprehensive
institutional history of public housing in Boston and a broader examination of the nature and extent of public
obligation to house socially and economically marginal Americans during the past 350 years.

First, Vale highlights startling continuities both in the way housing assistance has been delivered to the
American poor and in the policies used to reward the nonpoor. He traces the stormy history of the Boston
Housing Authority, a saga of entrenched patronage and virulent racism tempered, and partially overcome, by
the efforts of unyielding reformers. He explores the birth of public housing as a program intended to reward
the upwardly mobile working poor, details its painful transformation into a system designed to cope with
society's least advantaged, and questions current policy efforts aimed at returning to a system of rewards for
responsible members of the working class. The troubled story of Boston public housing exposes the mixed
motives and ideological complexity that have long characterized housing in America, from the Puritans to
the projects.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Burroughs:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled From the Puritans to the Projects. Try to face the book From the
Puritans to the Projects as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and
beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should
make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jonas Jones:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular From the Puritans to the
Projects is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Dorothy Penland:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write
about the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is
this From the Puritans to the Projects.

John McGinnis:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be learn. From the Puritans to the Projects can be your answer since it can be read by you who
have those short extra time problems.
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