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My South Seas Sleeping Beauty is a captivating coming-of-age tale set in the magical jungles of Borneo.
Told through the vivid recollections of a Chinese-Malay youth, the novel recounts the life of Su Qi, a
troubled, sensitive son of a wealthy family, and exemplifies the imaginative range of one of Taiwan's most
innovative writers.

"There were all sorts of stories about how my younger sister died," Su Qi begins, hinting at the power of
memory to bend and refract truth. Yet whichever the real story may be, the fact is that the death of Su Qi's
sister created an irrevocable rift in Su Qi's family, driving his father into the arms of aboriginal women and
his mother into a world of her own invention.

In an effort to escape the oppression of home, Su Qi loses himself in the surrounding jungle, full of
Communist guerillas and strange tropical fauna. The jungle further blurs the line between fantasy and reality
for Su Qi, until he meets Chunxi, the beautiful, frail daughter of his father's best friend. Chunxi is an oasis of
kindness and honesty in an otherwise cruel and evasive world, but after a bizarre accident, Chunxi falls into a
deep coma, and Su Qui flees to Taiwan.

In college Su Qi meets Keyi, a vivacious siren who helps Su Qi forget not only his violent past but also the
colorful tales of his youth. When a family member dies, however, Su Qi is pulled back to the jungles of
Borneo where he begins to unravel the secrets of his family's past-a story stranger than any fairy tale-and
learns that his cherished dream of awakening his beloved Chunxi may be more than just a fantasy.

Influenced by the lyricism of William Faulkner and the magical realism of Gabriel Garcia Marquez, My
South Seas Sleeping Beauty is a deeply evocative exploration of sexuality and identity and a masterful
reworking of Chinese and Western myth. Valerie Jaffee's careful translation retains all the tone and detail of
the original work and provides rare access to a new and exciting generation of Chinese writers born in
Southeast Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Anderson Austin:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take My South Seas Sleeping Beauty: A Tale of Memory and
Longing (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan) as your daily resource information.

Emily Higginbotham:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be examine. My South Seas Sleeping Beauty: A Tale of Memory and Longing
(Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan) can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short
extra time problems.

Kevin Roark:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like My South
Seas Sleeping Beauty: A Tale of Memory and Longing (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan) which is
having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Theresa Collins:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of My South Seas Sleeping Beauty: A Tale of Memory
and Longing (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan) can give you a lot of good friends because by you
investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly
your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? We should have My South Seas Sleeping Beauty: A Tale of Memory and Longing (Modern
Chinese Literature from Taiwan).
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