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Teaching comprehension with informational texts is a critical component of any reading program and one
that many children struggle with as they progress through their schooling. Nonfiction can be overwhelming
to young readers, presenting them with complex vocabulary and a new density of information that may
combine text, diagrams, pictures, captions, and other devices. In this book, Tony Stead provides wonderful
ways to enhance children's understanding and engagement when reading for information. Based on many
years of working in K–7 classrooms, he outlines practical approaches to ensure all children can become
confident and competent readers of nonfiction.

Reality Checks offers insights into why children struggle when faced with informational reading, and
practical concepts, skills, and strategies that help them navigate nonfiction successfully.

Part one examines effective ways to teach children how to extract the information that is explicitly stated in a
text. Covered are strategies such as using prior knowledge, retelling, locating specific information, and the
role of nonfiction read-alouds.

Part two explores interpreting information, including making connections between the text, the reader, and
the outside world, making inferences and making revisions to inferences based on reflection.

Part three looks at evaluating information, assisting children in developing critical reading skills,
differentiating fact from opinion, locating author bias, and identifying techniques writers use to persuade
readers' thinking.

Part four offers an array of practical ways to reinforce and extend children's nonfiction reading skills,
including working with visual information such as maps and diagrams. It also provides pre-and–post-
assessment strategies, procedures for monitoring progress, curriculum planning ideas, and instruction on
guided reading.

A helpful appendix provides graphic organizers, assessment rubrics, curriculum mapping sheets, and more.
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From reader reviews:

Deanna Christianson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Reality Checks your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then
become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Reality
Checks giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for
your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind
will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Mark Miller:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Reality Checks publication written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the
book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still uncertainty Reality Checks as good book not only by the cover but also by
content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Steven Cordell:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the
books in the top list in your reading list is Reality Checks. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book
you can get many advantages.

Harvey Sanchez:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
With the book Reality Checks we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being
creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be
doubt to change your life at this time book Reality Checks. You can more desirable than now.
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