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If legal scholar Richard Epstein is right, then the New Deal is wrong, if not unconstitutional. Epstein reaches
this sweeping conclusion after making a detailed analysis of the eminent domain, or takings, clause of the
Constitution, which states that private property shall not be taken for public use without just compensation.
In contrast to the other guarantees in the Bill of Rights, the eminent domain clause has been interpreted
narrowly. It has been invoked to force the government to compensate a citizen when his land is taken to
build a post office, but not when its value is diminished by a comprehensive zoning ordinance.

Epstein argues that this narrow interpretation is inconsistent with the language of the takings clause and the
political theory that animates it. He develops a coherent normative theory that permits us to distinguish
between permissible takings for public use and impermissible ones. He then examines a wide range of
government regulations and taxes under a single comprehensive theory. He asks four questions: What
constitutes a taking of private property? When is that taking justified without compensation under the police
power? When is a taking for public use? And when is a taking compensated, in cash or in kind?

Zoning, rent control, progressive and special taxes, workers' compensation, and bankruptcy are only a few of
the programs analyzed within this framework. Epstein's theory casts doubt upon the established view today
that the redistribution of wealth is a proper function of government. Throughout the book he uses recent
developments in law and economics and the theory of collective choice to find in the eminent domain clause
a theory of political obligation that he claims is superior to any of its modern rivals.
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Crider:

Here thing why this kind of Takings: Private Property and the Power of Eminent Domain are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Takings: Private Property and the Power of
Eminent Domain giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no guide that similar with Takings: Private Property and the Power of Eminent Domain. It gives you
thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even
in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Takings: Private Property and the Power of Eminent Domain in e-book can be your alternative.

Angela Hurd:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Takings: Private Property and
the Power of Eminent Domain is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Tom Tucker:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Takings: Private Property and the
Power of Eminent Domain which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

James Crist:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media.
You can choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
named of book Takings: Private Property and the Power of Eminent Domain. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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