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Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 2, University of
Kassel (Anglistik-Amerikanistik), course: American Crime Fiction, 14 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: Raymond Thornton Chandler started his career as a crime novelist relatively late in 1933 at
the age of 45 (Widdicombe, xvi). With the foundation of the Black Mask Magazine, Chandler, as well as
many other writers, got the chance to test his talent as a crime novelist and simultaneously to raise some
money. His first stories were miniature novels which were strongly influenced by his British sophistication
and education (Phillips, 17). But he was aware of the fact that he had to veil his style of writing in order to
make it acceptable to the American readers, especially the Black Mask readers (Phillips, 17). During 1933
and 1939 Chandler published 20 detective stories in several “pulp magazines” until he wrote his first novel
The Big Sleep (Neumeyer, 329). By writing longer fiction Chandler had to portray his characters fully and
give an authentic sense of the world, whereas the short story allowed him to rely on action (MacShane, 63).

Chandler’s ambition was to mark off from the English detectives of Agatha Christie and Dorothy Sayers, i.e.
to create a reliable character that would “leave scars” and transfer what he calls a “’half-poetical emotion’
that is the heart of the work” (MacShane, 69). This kind of reliability became one of Chandler’s dogmas and
occurs not only in his creation of characters and plot but also in the historical background of the stories. In
the following paper I’m going to analyze the origin and development of the private-eye in general. I will
focus my analysis on the development of the detective in American “hard-boiled” fiction with reference to
Philip Marlowe in Raymond Chandler’s “The Curtain”, “Killer in the Rain”, and the novel The Big Sleep.
The choice relies on the fact that The Big Sleep and its character Philip Marlowe evolved from the two short
stories. The question also includes how Marlowe is characterized throughout the stories.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Frey:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve The Development of the Detective in
American "hard-boiled" Fiction with Reference to Philip Marlowe in Raymond Chandler's "The Curtain",
"Killer in the Rain" and "The Big Sleep" will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or suited book with you?

Dixie Love:

The publication untitled The Development of the Detective in American "hard-boiled" Fiction with
Reference to Philip Marlowe in Raymond Chandler's "The Curtain", "Killer in the Rain" and "The Big
Sleep" is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that
will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally
is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Development of the Detective in American "hard-
boiled" Fiction with Reference to Philip Marlowe in Raymond Chandler's "The Curtain", "Killer in the Rain"
and "The Big Sleep" from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

David Sayre:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Development of the Detective in American "hard-boiled"
Fiction with Reference to Philip Marlowe in Raymond Chandler's "The Curtain", "Killer in the Rain" and
"The Big Sleep" can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jeffrey Channell:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books
in the top record in your reading list is The Development of the Detective in American "hard-boiled" Fiction



with Reference to Philip Marlowe in Raymond Chandler's "The Curtain", "Killer in the Rain" and "The Big
Sleep". This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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