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In Belated Travelers, Ali Behdad offers a compelling cultural critique of nineteenth-century travel writing
and its dynamic function in European colonialism. Arriving too late to the Orient, at a time when tourism and
colonialism had already turned the exotic into the familiar, late nineteenth-century European travelers to the
Middle East experienced a sense of belatedness, of having missed the authentic experience once offered by a
world that was already disappearing. Behdad argues that this nostalgic desire for the other contains an
implicit critique of Western superiority, a split within European discourses of otherness. Working from these
insights and using analyses of power derived from Foucault, Behdad engages in a new critique of
orientalism. No longer viewed as a coherent and unified phenomenon or a single developmental tradition, it
is seen as a complex and shifting field of practices that has relied upon its own ambivalence and moments of
discontinuity to ensure and maintain its power as a discourse of dominance.
Through readings of Flaubert, Nerval, Kipling, Blunt, and Eberhardt, and following the transition in travel
literature from travelog to tourist guide, Belated Travelers addresses the specific historical conditions of late
nineteenth-century orientalism implicated in the discourses of desire and power. Behdad also views a broad
range of issues in addition to nostalgia and tourism, including transvestism and melancholia, to specifically
demonstrate the ways in which the heterogeneity of orientalism and the plurality of its practice is an enabling
force in the production and transformation of colonial power.
An exceptional work that provides an important critique of issues at the forefront of critical practice today,
Belated Travelers will be eagerly awaited by specialists in nineteenth-century British and French literatures,
and all concerned with colonial and post-colonial discourse.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Howard:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot
of new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this Belated Travelers: Orientalism in the Age of Colonial Dissolution (Post-
Contemporary Interventions), you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Richard Perkins:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Belated Travelers: Orientalism in the Age of
Colonial Dissolution (Post-Contemporary Interventions) can give you a lot of buddies because by you
looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? Let me have Belated Travelers: Orientalism in the Age of Colonial Dissolution (Post-Contemporary
Interventions).

Willie Quinones:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Belated Travelers: Orientalism in the Age of Colonial Dissolution
(Post-Contemporary Interventions) can make you really feel more interested to read.

Melissa Fernandez:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book Belated Travelers: Orientalism in the Age of Colonial Dissolution (Post-Contemporary



Interventions) we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must
like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life with that book Belated Travelers: Orientalism in the Age of Colonial Dissolution (Post-
Contemporary Interventions). You can more appealing than now.
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