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Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics,
grade: 2,0, University of Münster (Englisches Seminar), course: Systemic Functional Linguistics, language:
English, abstract: “Wherever we look, we see language constituting the world […], not just reflecting it. For
instance, the words for colours make a reality, they don’t just name things which are ‘there’: the spectrum
isn’t divided into seven primary colours; all the colours merge into one another.”

According to structural linguistics, by using language, we are not reflecting a given reality but are rather
construing one. Systemic functional grammar, developed by M. A. K. Halliday, states just this construal
feature of language as well: That language functions to make meanings (and not to only refer to the outside
world). But furthermore elaborates on how a text makes those meanings. It focuses therefore on the
functional description of language.
The basic assumption is that language use is always functional: “people do not ‘just talk’ or ‘just write’”2 but
rather any use of language serves a specific purpose, namely to make meanings. The primary concern of
systemic functional linguistics can therefore be summed up under the questions: “How is language structured
for use?”3 How does it make meanings?
According to Halliday, language makes meanings on three different levels simultaneously: on the experiental
level, because it represents experience, on the interpersonal level, because language is used to interact with
each other and on the textual level, because we organize our message somehow.
This research paper will focus on the textual metafunction of language, which is the theory of the clause
being organized as a message. The aim is to show that text itself construes the context by involving
meaningful choices concerning what to put in thematic position and by means of cohesion. Thus, context is
not only created through coherence, i.e. the outside knowledge of the text and the cultural context of it, but a
huge part of the context can be gathered from the text itself. As Eggins states: “The choices realised in text
are themselves the realization of contextual dimensions.”
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From reader reviews:

Susie Vadnais:

The particular book Coherence and the textual function in "The curious incident of the dog in the night-time"
will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Coherence and
the textual function in "The curious incident of the dog in the night-time" is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Larry Devries:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Coherence and the textual function in "The
curious incident of the dog in the night-time", you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right,
you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still
don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Nicholas Valles:

You may get this Coherence and the textual function in "The curious incident of the dog in the night-time"
by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking
from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Oliver Lyle:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Coherence and the textual function in "The curious incident of the
dog in the night-time" can make you sense more interested to read.
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