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The Cold War era spawned a host of anxieties in American society, and in response, Americans sought
cultural institutions that reinforced their sense of national identity and held at bay their nagging insecurities.
They saw football as a broad, though varied, embodiment of national values. College teams in particular
were thought to exemplify the essence of America: strong men committed to hard work, teamwork, and
overcoming pain. Toughness and defiance were primary virtues, and many found in the game an idealized
American identity.

In this book, Kurt Kemper charts the steadily increasing investment of American national ideals in the
presentation and interpretation of college football, beginning with a survey of the college game during World
War II. From the Army-Navy game immediately before Pearl Harbor, through the gradual expansion of bowl
games and television coverage, to the public debates over racially integrated teams, college football became
ever more a playing field for competing national ideals. Americans utilized football as a cultural mechanism
to magnify American distinctiveness in the face of Soviet gains, and they positioned the game as a cultural
force that embodied toughness, discipline, self-deprivation, and other values deemed crucial to confront the
Soviet challenge.

Americans applied the game in broad strokes to define an American way of life. They debated and
interpreted issues such as segregation, free speech, and the role of the academy in the Cold War. College
Football and American Culture in the Cold War Era offers a bold new contribution to our understanding of
Americans' assumptions and uncertainties regarding the Cold War.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Brown:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book College Football and American
Culture in the Cold War Era (Sport and Society) will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading the
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or ideal book with you?

Dorinda Kling:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular College Football
and American Culture in the Cold War Era (Sport and Society) book as nice and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Chad Foster:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving College Football and
American Culture in the Cold War Era (Sport and Society) that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick College Football and American Culture in
the Cold War Era (Sport and Society) become your own starter.

Justin Tapscott:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as
of book College Football and American Culture in the Cold War Era (Sport and Society). You can add your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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