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An overview of Japanese philosophy from the seventh century to the present.

Japanese Philosophy is the first book to assert the existence of a Japanese philosophy prior to Nishida Kitaro
in the early twentieth century. Because of Western military and economic dominance since the seventeenth
century, the cross-cultural comparison of non-Western philosophy has generally gone in one
direction—comparing Chinese, Indian, and other thought systems with Western philosophy. For various
reasons, Japanese scholars did not follow the Chinese lead after 1920 in acknowledging that some of their
own literary tradition should be classified as “philosophy.” In spite of this, the authors argue that it is useful
to compare cultures, and that one way of comparing cultures is to compare their philosophies—and therefore
that it is worth treating certain parts of Japanese literature as philosophy, especially those parts that are
similar to what has long been classified and treated as philosophy in India and China. By doing so, and by
providing an overview of Japanese philosophy from the seventh century to the present, the authors contribute
to a greater cross-cultural understanding between East and West.

“…a skillful interweaving of a large number of strands in the history of ideas. Countless distortions and
roadblocks bedevil Western scholars trying to understand Asian texts and cultures, and only recently have
we begun to get glimpses of the actual history of Asian thought. This is a welcome contribution to this
important work of cross-cultural understanding, and provides a well-informed Western look at the influence
of Chinese and Western philosophy on Japan.” — Richard T. Garner, coeditor of Society and the Individual:
Readings in Political and Social Philosophy

“The book’s intellectual freshness comes from presenting Japanese philosophy as structured by the concerns
of mainline Western philosophy. Because of this it will be one of those books that you can give to your
friends in the philosophy department when they ask, as they always do, whether there is any ‘real’
philosophy in East Asia. It is an engaging work.” — John H. Berthrong, author of Concerning Creativity: A
Comparison of Chu Hsi, Whitehead, and Neville

H. Gene Blocker is Professor of Philosophy at Ohio University. He is the author of Philosophy of Art;
Aesthetics of Primitive Art; and World Philosophy, and coeditor of Contemporary Chinese Aesthetics, with
Zhu Liyuan.

Christopher L. Starling teaches at Kobe Shoin Women’s University.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Salamanca:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Japanese Philosophy
book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Calvin Lee:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Japanese Philosophy is kind of book which
is giving the reader capricious experience.

Frank Quintana:

The e-book untitled Japanese Philosophy is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can
see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book
of Japanese Philosophy from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Jackie Thompson:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Japanese Philosophy can be the response,
oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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