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For many of his theater contemporaries, Lee J. Cobb (1911–1976) was the greatest actor of his generation. In
Hollywood he became the definitive embodiment of gangsters, psychiatrists, and roaring lunatics. From 1939
until his death, Cobb contributed riveting performances to a number of films, including Boomerang, On the
Waterfront, The Brothers Karamazov, 12 Angry Men, and The Exorcist. But for all of his conspicuous
achievements in motion pictures, Cobb’s name is most identified with the character Willy Loman in the
original stage production of Arthur Miller’s Death of a Salesman (1949). Directed by Elia Kazan, Cobb’s
Broadway performance proved to be a benchmark for American theater.

In Lee J. Cobb: Characters of an Actor, Donald Dewey looks at the life and career of this versatile
performer. From his Lower East Side roots in New York City—where he was born Leo Jacob—to multiple
accolades on stage and the big and small screens, Cobb’s life proved to be a tumultuous rollercoaster of
highs and lows. As a leading man of the theater, he gave a number of compelling performances in such plays
as Golden Boy and King Lear. For the Hollywood studios, Cobb fit the description of the “character actor.”
No one better epitomized the performer who suddenly appears on the screen and immediately grabs the
audience’s attention. During his forty-five-year career, there wasn’t a significant star—from Humphrey
Bogart and James Stewart to Paul Newman and Clint Eastwood—with whom he didn’t work.

Cobb was also followed by controversy: he appeared before the House Un-American Activities Committee
in the 1950s and was a witness to a movie-set murder case in the 1970s. Through it all, he never lost his taste
for fast cars and gin rummy. A bear of a man with a voice that equally accommodated growls and sibilant
sympathies, Cobb was undeniably an actor to be reckoned with. In this fascinating book, Dewey captures all
of the drama that surrounded Cobb, both on screen and off.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Rocha:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Lee J. Cobb: Characters of an Actor.

Nellie Nelson:

The book Lee J. Cobb: Characters of an Actor give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Lee J. Cobb: Characters of an Actor
to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a reserve Lee J. Cobb:
Characters of an Actor. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Mark Authement:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Lee J. Cobb: Characters of an Actor
can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your
extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than
the others?

Nicole Williams:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book Lee J. Cobb: Characters of an Actor we can have more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book Lee J. Cobb: Characters of an Actor.
You can more desirable than now.
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