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As the world focuses on the conflict in Iraq, the most important political players in that country today are not
the Sunni insurgents. Instead, they are Iraq's Shi'I majority--part of the Middle East's ninety million Shi'I
Muslims who hold the key to the future of the region and the relations between Muslim and Western
societies. So contends Yitzhak Nakash, one of the world's foremost experts on Shi'ism.

With his characteristic verve and style, Nakash traces the role of the Shi'is in the struggle that is raging today
among Muslims for the soul of Islam. He shows that in contrast to the growing militancy among Sunni
groups since the 1990s, Shi'is have shifted their focus from confrontation to accommodation with the West.
Constituting sixty percent of the population of Iraq, they stand squarely at the center of the U.S government's
attempt to remake the Middle East and bring democracy to the region. This groundbreaking book addresses
the crucial importance of Shi'is to the U.S. endeavor. Yet it also alerts readers to the strong nationalist
sentiments of Shi'is, underscoring the difficult challenge that the United States faces in attempting to impose
a new order in the Middle East.

The book provides a comprehensive historical perspective on Shi'ism, beginning with the emergence of the
movement during the seventh century, continuing through its rise as a political force since the Iranian Islamic
Revolution of 1978-79, and leading up to the Iraqi elections of January 2005. Drawing extensively on Arabic
sources, this comparative study highlights the reciprocal influences shaping the political development of
Shi'is in Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, and Lebanon, as well as the impact of the revival of Shi'ism on the
larger Arab world. The narrative concludes with an assessment of the risks and possibilities arising from the
assertion of Shi'I power in Iraq and from America's attempt to play an increasingly forceful role in the
Middle East.

A landmark book and a work of remarkable scholarship, Reaching for Power illuminates the Shi'a
resurgence amid the shifting geopolitics of the Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Rios:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Reaching for Power: The Shi'a in
the Modern Arab World will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Alexander Macdougall:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be learn. Reaching for Power: The Shi'a in the Modern Arab World can be your answer given it can
be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Ok Lord:

Beside this Reaching for Power: The Shi'a in the Modern Arab World in your phone, it could give you a way
to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing
to have Reaching for Power: The Shi'a in the Modern Arab World because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about.
Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well
as read it from currently!

Carl Fox:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Reaching for Power: The
Shi'a in the Modern Arab World can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out
of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these books have than the others?
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