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Herman Melville's Pierre; or. The Ambiguities has a storied place in the history of American publishing.
Melville began writing this follow-up to Moby-Dick in October 1851, thinking that it might prove even more
significant than its predecessor. The 1852 publication of Pierre was catastrophic, however. Melville lost his
English publisher, and American reviewers derided the book and called the author mad. InReading Melville's
"Pierre; or, The Ambiguities," noted Melville authorities Brian Higgins and Hershel Parker probe the
daunting story behind a deeply flawed but revealing work, one that directly reflects the major crisis of
Melville's authorial life.

Weighed down by huge debts, Melville took the manuscript of Pierre to his New York publisher, Harper and
Brothers, desperately needing the new work to be a financial success. The Harpers balked at publishing such
a dangerous psychological novel (incest was a theme) and offered him less than half the royalties they had
paid for his previous books. The anguished Melville accepted the contract but subsequently added new
passages to his manuscript—passages that disparage the publishing industry and reflect his agony at the
looming loss of his career.

Higgins and Parker examine what can plausibly be reconstructed of Melville's original version of Pierreand
explore the consequences of his belated decision to expand his work, showing in detail how his hastily
written and awkwardly inserted additions marred much of what he had brilliantly achieved in the shorter
version. They demonstrate that to understand Pierre, and Melville himself at this crisis, one must first
understand the compositional history that resulted in the book as published.

Setting Pierre in the context of Melville's literary life, Higgins and Parker's study is an illuminating
demonstration of biographical and textual scholarship by two of the field's finest practitioners.

 Download Reading Melville's Pierre; or, The Ambiguities ...pdf

 Read Online Reading Melville's Pierre; or, The Ambiguities ...pdf

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B007FRAXLC
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B007FRAXLC
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B007FRAXLC
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B007FRAXLC
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B007FRAXLC
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B007FRAXLC
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B007FRAXLC
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B007FRAXLC


Download and Read Free Online Reading Melville's Pierre; or, The Ambiguities Brian Higgins,
Hershel Parker

From reader reviews:

Cornell Neal:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Reading Melville's Pierre; or, The Ambiguities. Try to
make book Reading Melville's Pierre; or, The Ambiguities as your close friend. It means that it can to
become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you
can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Melanie Moore:

Typically the book Reading Melville's Pierre; or, The Ambiguities has a lot associated with on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
author makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Tamiko Harmon:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been
ride on and with addition details. Even you love Reading Melville's Pierre; or, The Ambiguities, you are able
to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Joyce Tower:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
examine. Reading Melville's Pierre; or, The Ambiguities can be your answer given it can be read by anyone
who have those short free time problems.
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