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Florida governor Reubin Askew memorably characterized a leader as “someone who cares enough to tell the
people not merely what they want to hear, but what they need to know.” It was a surprising statement for a
contemporary politician to make, and, more surprising still, it worked. In The Politics of Trust: Reubin
Askew and Florida in the 1970s, Gordon E. Harvey traces the life and career of the man whose public service
many still recall as “the Golden Age” of Florida politics.

 

Askew rose to power on a wave of “New South” leadership that hoped to advance the Democratic Party
beyond the intransigent torpor of southern politics since the Civil War. He hoped to replace appeals to white
supremacy with a vision of a more diverse and inclusive party. Following his election in Florida, other New
South leaders such as Georgia’s Jimmy Carter, Arkansas’s Dale Bumpers, and South Carolina’s John C.
West all came to power.

 

Audacious and gifted, Askew was one of six children raised by a single mother in Pensacola. As he worked
his way up through the ranks of the state legislature, few in Florida except his constituents knew his name
when he challenged Republic incumbent Claude R. Kirk Jr. on a populist platform promising higher
corporate taxes. When he won, he inaugurated a series of reforms, including a new 5 percent corporate
income tax; lower consumer, property, and school taxes; a review of penal statutes; environmental
protections; higher welfare benefits; and workers’ compensation to previously uncovered migrant laborers.

 

Touting honesty, candor, and transparency, Askew dubbed his administration “government in the sunshine.”
Harvey demonstrates that Askew’s success was not in spite of his penchant for bold, sometimes unpopular
stances, but rather because his mix of unvarnished candor, sober ethics, and religious faith won the trust of
the diverse peoples of his state.
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From reader reviews:

Floyd Wyatt:

This The Politics of Trust: Reubin Askew and Florida in the 1970s (Modern South) are generally reliable for
you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Politics of Trust:
Reubin Askew and Florida in the 1970s (Modern South) can be on the list of great books you must have will
be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that might be will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Politics of Trust: Reubin
Askew and Florida in the 1970s (Modern South) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including
rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Elizabeth Wiggins:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Politics of Trust: Reubin Askew and Florida in the 1970s (Modern South).

Lillian Robbins:

The publication with title The Politics of Trust: Reubin Askew and Florida in the 1970s (Modern South)
includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you
can read the idea anywhere you want.

David Thompson:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in
the top list in your reading list is usually The Politics of Trust: Reubin Askew and Florida in the 1970s
(Modern South). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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