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From Aristotle to Thomas Jefferson, seminal thinkers have declared “common sense’ essential for moral
discernment and civilized living. Y et the story of commonsense philosophy is not well known today.

In America and the Palitical Philosophy of Common Sense, Scott Segrest traces the history and
explores the personal and social meaning of common sense as understood especially in American thought
and as reflected specifically in the writings of three paradigmatic thinkers: John Witherspoon, James
McCosh, and William James. The first two represent Scottish Common Sense and the third, Pragmatism, the
schools that together dominated American higher thought for nearly two centuries.

Educated Americans of the founding period warmly received Scottish Common Sense, Segrest writes,
because it reflected so well what they already thought, and he uncovers the basic elements of American
common sense in examining the thought of Witherspoon, who introduced that philosophy to them. With
McCosh, he shows the furthest development and limits of the philosophy, and with it of American common
sensein its Scottish realist phase. With James, he shows other dimensions of common sense that Americans
had long embraced but that had never been examined philosophically.

Clearly, Segrest’ swork is much more than an intellectual history. It is a study of the American mind
and of common sense itself—its essential character and its human significance, both moral and political. It
was common sense, he affirms, that underlay the Declaration of Independence and the founders' ideas of
right and obligation that are still with us today. Segrest suggests that understanding this foundation and
James' srefreshing of it could be the key to maintaining America’ s vital moral core against a growing
alienation from common sense across the Western world.

Stressing the urgency of understanding and preserving common sense, Segrest’ s work sheds new light on an
underval ued aspect of American thought and experience, helping usto perceive the ramifications of
commonsense philosophy for dignified living.
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From reader reviews:
Neil Williams;

Often the book America and the Political Philosophy of Common Sense (ERIC VOEGELIN INST SERIES)
has alot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Shella Lefevre:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This America and the Political Philosophy
of Common Sense (ERIC VOEGELIN INST SERIES) is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It ismake you easier to read it. Y ou can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Christina Mundéll:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like America and the Political
Philosophy of Common Sense (ERIC VOEGELIN INST SERIES) which is finding the e-book version. So,
try out this book? Let's view.

Joseph Gabrid:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This e-book America and the Political Philosophy of Common Sense (ERIC
VOEGELIN INST SERIES) was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern eralike now, many
ways to get book that you wanted.
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