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Seminar paper from the year 2010 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1,0, University of Vienna (Institut für Anglistik und Amerikanistik), course: Literature Seminar, language:
English, abstract: "There are many ways of interpreting this play. Is it on the Anouilhesque theme of how
innocence and the rare ability to love never goes unpunished in this world? Is it about how no relationship
lasts, and how everyone ends up alone or with somebody else in a worse kind of aloneness? Or is it about the
noose of time tightening around everyone's neck, closer and closer? Or is this the Eliotian theme about our
not being able to bear very much reality, and that the truth ultimately kills?" (Simon par. 5)

A reflection on the title after reading the play immediately conjures up the question ‘Closer… to what?’ Due
to the variety of themes dealt with in Closer the title first seems to be highly ambiguous. It might refer to the
characters’ desperate longing and unsuccessful quest for love, sincerity as well as physical and emotional
intimacy in happy and fulfilling relationships. It could just as well describe their failing attempt at knowing
each others’ identity fully, while at the same time playing hide-and-seek with their own. Alternatively, the
title possibly alludes to their way of seeking the truth about reality and the perception of time, while facing
the transience of human existence, with death coming closer each minute. However, on closer examination,
the answer to the initial question is to be found in exactly this polysemy, unified by a common thread: the
search for ultimate truth about all these issues. According to Marber, “[i]t is the best possible title for the
play because the play is always aspiring to get closer to some kind of definite truth about things but knows it
can’t” (qtd. in Rosenthal xxiii). In view of this statement, a question mark should actually be put after the
title. For the individual characters do not succeed in gaining absolute knowledge or experiencing complete
truthfulness. Truth in Closer seems to be a temporary and volatile condition, and thus, the red thread running
through the play are the motifs of fluidity and transience on different levels: time, location as well as the
characters’ identities and relationships.
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From reader reviews:

James Sellers:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this
Challenging Absolute Truth: Fluidity and Transience in Patrick Marber's "Closer".

Bryan Foxworth:

Exactly why? Because this Challenging Absolute Truth: Fluidity and Transience in Patrick Marber's "Closer"
is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.

Mark Guerrero:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer can be Challenging Absolute Truth: Fluidity and Transience in Patrick Marber's
"Closer" why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Glenn Connelly:

The book untitled Challenging Absolute Truth: Fluidity and Transience in Patrick Marber's "Closer" contain
a lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very
clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by
famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because
you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have



a nice learn.
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