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A philosophical analysis of the work of one of the most iconoclastic thinkers in Chinese history, Li Zhi,
whose ethics prized spontaneous expression of genuine feelings.

Li Zhi (1527–1602) was a bestselling author with a devoted readership. His biting, shrewd, and visionary
writings with titles like A Book to Hide and A Book to Burn were both inspiring and inflammatory. Widely
read from his own time to the present, Li Zhi has long been acknowledged as an important figure in Chinese
cultural history. While he is esteemed as a stinging social critic and an impassioned writer, Li Zhi’s ideas
have been dismissed as lacking a deeper or constructive vision. Pauline C. Lee convincingly shows us
otherwise. Situating Li Zhi within the highly charged world of the late-Ming culture of “feelings,” Lee
presents his slippery and unruly yet clear and robust ethical vision. Li Zhi is a Confucian thinker whose
consuming concern is a powerful interior world of abundance, distinctive to each individual: the realm of the
emotions. Critical to his ideal of the good life is the ability to express one’s feelings well. In the work’s
conclusion, Lee brings Li Zhi’s insights into conversation with contemporary philosophical debates about the
role of feelings, an ethics of authenticity, and the virtue of desire.

“…refreshing and insightful … This book is beyond a doubt a very important contribution to the studies of
the history of Chinese philosophy and intellectual culture, especially for its invitation to avoid stereotypes in
its understanding.” — Acta Orientalia Vilnensia

“This is a fascinating book. Lee has a great talent for intellectual biography and a cogent explanation of the
complicated philosophical vision of a major late-Ming Confucian thinker.” — John H. Berthrong, author of
Expanding Process: Exploring Philosophical and Theological Transformations in China and the West

Pauline C. Lee is Assistant Professor of Chinese Religion and Culture at Washington University in St. Louis.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Adair:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to
the fact just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Li Zhi, Confucianism, and the Virtue of Desire
(SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) to read.

Brett Baker:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Li Zhi, Confucianism, and the Virtue of Desire (SUNY series in Chinese
Philosophy and Culture) book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving Li Zhi, Confucianism, and the Virtue of Desire
(SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you
continue to thinking Li Zhi, Confucianism, and the Virtue of Desire (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy
and Culture) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Glenn Pryor:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
whole day to reading a reserve. The book Li Zhi, Confucianism, and the Virtue of Desire (SUNY series in
Chinese Philosophy and Culture) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out
of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Kimberly Spradlin:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled Li
Zhi, Confucianism, and the Virtue of Desire (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) your mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one



application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Li Zhi,
Confucianism, and the Virtue of Desire (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your
better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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