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In this comprehensive and engaging volume, medical historian Jonathan Reinarz offers a historiography of
smell from ancient to modern times. Synthesizing existing scholarship in the field, he shows how people
have relied on their olfactory sense to understand and engage with both their immediate environments and
wider corporal and spiritual worlds.This broad survey demonstrates how each community or commodity
possesses, or has been thought to possess, its own peculiar scent. Through the meanings associated with
smells, osmologies develop--what cultural anthropologists have termed the systems that utilize smells to
classify people and objects in ways that define their relations to each other and their relative values within a
particular culture. European Christians, for instance, relied on their noses to differentiate Christians from
heathens, whites from people of color, women from men, virgins from harlots, artisans from aristocracy, and
pollution from perfume.This reliance on smell was not limited to the global North. Around the world,
Reinarz shows, people used scents to signify individual and group identity in a morally constructed universe
where the good smelled pleasant and their opposites reeked.With chapters including "Heavenly Scents,"
"Fragrant Lucre," and "Odorous Others," Reinarz's timely survey is a useful and entertaining look at the
history of one of our most important but least-understood senses.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Williams:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Past
Scents: Historical Perspectives on Smell (Studies in Sensory History) is kind of book which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Jeffrey Ramsey:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the guide untitled Past Scents: Historical Perspectives on Smell (Studies in
Sensory History) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Bonnie Parker:

This Past Scents: Historical Perspectives on Smell (Studies in Sensory History) is great e-book for you
because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can claim no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Past Scents: Historical Perspectives on Smell (Studies in Sensory History) in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer
you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Anthony Carter:

The book untitled Past Scents: Historical Perspectives on Smell (Studies in Sensory History) contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-



site along with order it. Have a nice read.
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