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Cavalry units from Midwestern states remain largely absent from Civil War literature, and what little has
been written largely overlooks the individual men who served. The Fifth Illinois Cavalry has thus remained
obscure despite participating in some of the most important campaigns in Arkansas and Mississippi. In this
pioneering examination of that understudied regiment, Rhonda M. Kohl offers the only modern,
comprehensive analysis of a southern Illinois regiment during the Civil War and combines well-documented
military history with a cultural analysis of the men who served in the Fifth Illinois.

The regiment’s history unfolds around major events in the Western Theater from 1861 to September 1865,
including campaigns at Helena, Vicksburg, Jackson, and Meridian, as well as numerous little-known
skirmishes. Although they were led almost exclusively by Northern-born Republicans, the majority of the
soldiers in the Fifth Illinois remained Democrats. As Kohl demonstrates, politics, economics, education,
social values, and racism separated the line officers from the common soldiers, and the internal friction
caused by these cultural disparities led to poor leadership, low morale, disciplinary problems, and rampant
alcoholism.  

The narrative pulls the Fifth Illinois out of historical oblivion, elucidating the highs and lows of the soldiers’
service as well as their changing attitudes toward war goals, religion, liberty, commanding generals,
Copperheads, and alcoholism.   By reconstructing the cultural context of Fifth Illinois soldiers, Prairie Boys
Go to War reveals how social and economic traditions can shape the wartime experience.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Duda:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication The Prairie Boys Go to War:
The Fifth Illinois Cavalry, 1861-1865 will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence
if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It
is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable
book with you?

Betty Ahlstrom:

The reserve untitled The Prairie Boys Go to War: The Fifth Illinois Cavalry, 1861-1865 is the reserve that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was
did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Prairie Boys Go to War: The Fifth Illinois
Cavalry, 1861-1865 from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Glenn Pryor:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving The Prairie Boys Go to War: The
Fifth Illinois Cavalry, 1861-1865 that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how
they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but
for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your
good habit, it is possible to pick The Prairie Boys Go to War: The Fifth Illinois Cavalry, 1861-1865 become
your own starter.

John Fouts:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is The Prairie Boys Go to War: The Fifth Illinois Cavalry, 1861-1865 this e-
book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented
so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of



you.
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