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The story of Oscar Wilde’s landmark 1882 American tour explains how this quotable literary eminence
became famous for being famous.

On January 3, 1882, Oscar Wilde, a twenty-seven-year-old “genius”—at least by his own
reckoning—arrived in New York. The Dublin-born Oxford man had made such a spectacle of himself in
London with his eccentric fashion sense, acerbic wit, and extravagant passion for art and home design that
Gilbert & Sullivan wrote an operetta lampooning him. He was hired to go to America to promote that work
by presenting lectures on interior decorating. But Wilde had his own business plan. He would go to promote
himself.

And he did, traveling some 15,000 miles and visiting 150 American cities as he created a template for fame
creation that still works today. Though Wilde was only the author of a self-published book of poems and an
unproduced play, he presented himself as a “star,” taking the stage in satin breeches and a velvet coat with
lace trim as he sang the praises of sconces and embroidered pillows—and himself. What Wilde so
presciently understood is that fame could launch a career as well as cap one.

David M. Friedman’s lively and often hilarious narrative whisks us across nineteenth-century America, from
the mansions of Gilded Age Manhattan to roller-skating rinks in Indiana, from an opium den in San
Francisco to the bottom of the Matchless silver mine in Colorado—then the richest on earth—where Wilde
dined with twelve gobsmacked miners, later describing their feast to his friends in London as “First course:
whiskey. Second course: whiskey. Third course: whiskey.”

But, as Friedman shows, Wilde was no mere clown; he was a strategist. From his antics in London to his
manipulation of the media—Wilde gave 100 interviews in America, more than anyone else in the world in
1882—he designed every move to increase his renown. There had been famous people before him, but Wilde
was the first to become famous for being famous. Wilde in America is an enchanting tale of travel and
transformation, comedy and capitalism—an unforgettable story that teaches us about our present as well as
our past.
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From reader reviews:

William Perez:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer could be Wilde in America: Oscar Wilde and the Invention of Modern Celebrity
why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Dustin Alvarez:

The book untitled Wilde in America: Oscar Wilde and the Invention of Modern Celebrity contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along
with order it. Have a nice go through.

Gertrude Knudsen:

Beside this kind of Wilde in America: Oscar Wilde and the Invention of Modern Celebrity in your phone, it
may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Wilde in America: Oscar Wilde and the Invention of Modern Celebrity
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get
what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea?
Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Harold Karr:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Wilde in America: Oscar Wilde and the
Invention of Modern Celebrity was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Wilde in America: Oscar Wilde and the Invention of Modern Celebrity has many kinds or genre. Start from
kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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