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In many senses the ostrich looms large – the tallest and heaviest of any living bird, a fully grown North
African ostrich can reach 2.75 metres (9 feet) in height and weigh almost
160 kgs (350 pounds). It also lays the largest egg of any living bird. From its eggs to its meat, skin and
feathers, the ostrich has been exploited by humans since history began.
The demand for its feathers was so great in Victorian times that vast fortunes were made from ostrich
farming, particularly in South Africa and the United States. Following the First World War fashions
changed, fortunes were lost and new uses for the now domesticated ostrich had to be found. Nowadays, the
modern ostrich farmer not only produces plumes and leather for the luxury market but also meat for the
supermarket.
In addition to its sheer physical presence, the ostrich has long been an object of curiosity and fascination,
becoming a byword for passivity while being feared for its aggression. It has featured in art, literature, ?lm
and popular culture, been represented in cave paintings, ancient medieval manuscripts and the Bayeux
Tapestry, shown in advertising and drawn as a cartoon character in many modern films.
Edgar Williams has provided a singular, comprehensive insight into this extraordinary, outlandish bird,
chronicling its behaviour, history and habitat as well as its effect on our culture. Featuring many striking
illustrations drawn from nature and culture, Ostrich will appeal to all those interested in birds and the natural
world, as well as anyone who follows fashion, art or ancient history.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Jakubowski:

The actual book Ostrich (Animal) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes
some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
perusing this book.

Helen Henson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Ostrich (Animal) that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can
be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Ostrich
(Animal) become your starter.

Diane McCarthy:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
in addition to soon. The Ostrich (Animal) will give you new experience in reading through a book.

Clara Radtke:

Beside that Ostrich (Animal) in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Ostrich (Animal)
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's
about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot
be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and also
read it from currently!
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