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The concept of sex addiction took hold in the 1980s as a product of cultural anxiety. Yet, despite being
essentially mythical, sex addiction has to be taken seriously as a phenomenon. Its success as a purported
malady lay with its medicalization, both as a self-help movement in terms of self-diagnosis, and as a rapidly
growing industry of therapists treating the new disease. The media played a role in its history, first with TV,
the tabloids and the case histories of claimed celebrity victims all helping to popularize the concept, and then
with the impact of the Internet.

This book is a critical history of an archetypically modern sexual syndrome. Reay, Attwood and Gooder
argue that this strange history of social opportunism, diagnostic amorphism, therapeutic self-interest and
popular cultural endorsement is marked by an essential social conservatism: sex addiction has become a
convenient term to describe disapproved sex. It is a label without explanatory force.

This book will be essential reading for those interested in sexuality studies, contemporary history,
psychology, psychiatry, sociology, media studies and studies of the Internet. It will also be of interest to
doctors and therapists currently working in this and related fields.
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From reader reviews:

Dominique Fletcher:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply because
just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Sex Addiction: A Critical History to read.

Joseph Curtis:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book Sex Addiction: A Critical History it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those
who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Tara Scribner:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Sex Addiction: A Critical History your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
previous to. The Sex Addiction: A Critical History giving you an additional experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading
it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Linda Matthews:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the
book Sex Addiction: A Critical History we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To
get creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim.
Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Sex Addiction: A Critical History. You can more
inviting than now.
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