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Mr. Koch’s poems have a natural voice, they are quick, alert, instinctive . . . He has vivacity and go,
originality of perception and intoxication with life. Most important of all, he is not dull.” --Frank O’Hara,
Poetry, 1955

Gathered together for the first time, the exciting, startling early work of one of our finest poets. Writing as a
young man in the 1950s, Koch, a member of the now famed New York School along with John Ashbery,
Larry Rivers, Frank O’Hara, and others, experimented with the delicate balance between sound and sense to
offer a series of poems resembling music or abstract painting. For example, he opens the title poem with:
“Bananas, piers, limericks / I am postures / Over there, I, are / The lakes of delectation / Sea, sea you!”
Also included are a selection of short plays in verse and Koch’s innovative masterpiece, “When the Sun
Tries to Go On,” a poem that “produces a radical reworking of the life-poem myth predominant in American
poetics since ‘Song of Myself’” (William Watkins, In the Process of Poetry).

About “When the Sun Tries to Go On,” David Lehman wrote, “Koch takes a great deal of delight in the
sounds of words and his consciousness of them; he splashes them like paint on a page with enthusiastic puns,
internal rhymes, titles of books, names of friends, and seems surprised as we are at the often witty outcome”
(Poetry, 1968).

When the poems in Sun Out were originally published, they set a standard for the freshness and surprise of
language used in extraordinary ways. For almost five decades they have delighted readers lucky enough to
find them. It is our pleasure to make them once again available in this new and provocative collection.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Welling:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Sun Out: Selected Poems
1952-1954, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to
as reading friends.

Frank Hudson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Sun Out:
Selected Poems 1952-1954 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you can pick Sun Out: Selected Poems 1952-1954 become your personal starter.

Robert Caldwell:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Sun Out: Selected Poems 1952-1954 can be the
response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading
in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

John Negron:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Sun Out: Selected Poems 1952-1954 was colorful and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book Sun Out: Selected Poems 1952-1954 has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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