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The story of four modern American Catholics who made literature out of their search for God

In the mid-twentieth century four American Catholics came to believe that the best way to explore the
questions of religious faith was to write about them-in works that readers of all kinds could admire. The Life
You Save May Be Your Own is their story-a vivid and enthralling account of great writers and their power
over us.

Thomas Merton was a Trappist monk in Kentucky; Dorothy Day the founder of the Catholic Worker in New
York; Flannery O'Connor a "Christ-haunted" literary prodigy in Georgia; Walker Percy a doctor in New
Orleans who quit medicine to write fiction and philosophy. A friend came up with a name for them-the
School of the Holy Ghost-and for three decades they exchanged letters, ardently read one another's books,
and grappled with what one of them called a "predicament shared in common."

A pilgrimage is a journey taken in light of a story; and in The Life You Save May Be Your Own Paul Elie tells
these writers' story as a pilgrimage from the God-obsessed literary past of Dante and Dostoevsky out into the
thrilling chaos of postwar American life. It is a story of how the Catholic faith, in their vision of things, took
on forms the faithful could not have anticipated. And it is a story about the ways we look to great books and
writers to help us make sense of our experience, about the power of literature to change-to save-our lives.
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From reader reviews:

Hae Hughes:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Life You Save May Be Your Own: An American Pilgrimage. Try to
make the book The Life You Save May Be Your Own: An American Pilgrimage as your friend. It means that
it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Randy Johnson:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The Life You Save May Be Your
Own: An American Pilgrimage will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you
can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book
with you?

Lynnette Jennings:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and The Life You Save May Be Your Own: An American
Pilgrimage or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes The Life You Save May Be Your Own: An American Pilgrimage to make your spare time much
more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Sandra Fritz:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With
the book The Life You Save May Be Your Own: An American Pilgrimage we can have more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book The Life
You Save May Be Your Own: An American Pilgrimage. You can more inviting than now.
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