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Michael Andrew Grissom has gathered what may be for many Americans the first glimpse into the South's
former way of life. His new book, When the South Was Southern, the culmination of his trilogy on Southern
culture that began with Southern by the Grace of God, is a collection of photographs, postcards, and tintypes
that serves as tangible proof that the grand Old South did indeed exist.

Since Southern history, culture, and architecture have often been downplayed in modern textbooks, many
Americans have little concept of the Southern life in the days past. Here we see the families, the towns, the
charm and elegance of the early South. The faces in these pictures show this region's real spirit, and in many
ways, this book does for the South what Walker Evans and James Agee's book did for the Great Depression-
-reveal its haunting beauty undeniably.

With each photograph, Grissom provides an explanatory note or a bit of history. Some of them will break
your heart, like pictures of young men soon to be killed in battle followed by accounts of the brutality
suffered by the loved ones they left behind.

Many of the photos depict church and social traditions nearly extinct (see "All-Day Preachin' and Dinner on
the Ground''). Others tell amazing stories of courageous Southern citizens like Emma Sansom, who risked
her life to show Gen. Nathan Bedford Forrest a hidden crossing on the Black Creek in Alabama.

A valuable addition to any library, north or south, When the South Was Southern is sure to bring fresh
insights into the old South as well as a revived and well-deserved interest in carrying on its memory.
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From reader reviews:

Carmine Adams:

Here thing why this specific When the South Was Southern are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of
all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. When the South Was Southern giving you information deeper as different ways,
you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with When the South Was Southern. It
gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even
in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
When the South Was Southern in e-book can be your substitute.

Betty Ahlstrom:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this When the South Was Southern book
because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Arthur Sanchez:

This When the South Was Southern tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person,
why. The reason of this When the South Was Southern can be one of the great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that
perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this When the South Was Southern
forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking
that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Judith Duncan:

The reserve with title When the South Was Southern contains a lot of information that you can study it. You
can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist
in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read
the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.
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