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AN INCISIVE "WHITE PAPER" ON THE UNITED STATES'S STRUGGLE TO FRAME A
COHERENT MIDDLE EAST POLICY

In this book, the Middle East expert Stephen P. Cohen traces U.S. policy in the region back to the breakup of
the Ottoman Empire, when the Great Powers failed to take crucial steps to secure peace there. He sees in that
early diplomatic failure a pattern shaping the conflicts since then—and America's role in them.

A century ago, there emerged two dominant views regarding the uses of America's newfound power.
Woodrow Wilson urged America to promote national freedom and self-determination through the League of
Nations—in stark contrast to his predecessor Theodore Roosevelt, who had advocated a vigorous foreign
policy based on national self-interest.

Cohen argues that this running conflict has hobbled American dealings in the Middle East ever since. In
concise, pointed chapters, he shows how different Middle East countries have struggled to define themselves
in the face of America's stated idealism and its actual realpolitik. This conflict came to a head in the
confused, clumsy Middle East policy of George W. Bush—but Cohen suggests the ways a greater awareness
of our history in the region might enable our present leaders to act more sensibly.
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From reader reviews:

David Crockett:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you will require this Beyond America's Grasp: A Century of Failed
Diplomacy in the Middle East.

Karen Shiner:

This Beyond America's Grasp: A Century of Failed Diplomacy in the Middle East usually are reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Beyond America's
Grasp: A Century of Failed Diplomacy in the Middle East can be one of several great books you must have
will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that perhaps will
shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Beyond America's Grasp: A Century of Failed
Diplomacy in the Middle East forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

James Robicheaux:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Beyond America's Grasp: A
Century of Failed Diplomacy in the Middle East which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's view.

Dave Edwards:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Beyond America's Grasp: A Century of Failed
Diplomacy in the Middle East or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Beyond America's Grasp: A Century of Failed Diplomacy in the Middle East to



make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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