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Diamonds in the Rough reconstructs the historical moment that defined the Cahaba Coal Field, a mineral-
rich area that stretches across sixty-seven miles and four counties of central Alabama.

 

Combining existing written sources with oral accounts and personal recollections, James Sanders Day’s
Diamonds in the Rough describes the numerous coal operations in this region—later overshadowed by the
rise of the Birmingham district and the larger Warrior Field to the north.

 

Many of the capitalists are the same: Truman H. Aldrich, Henry F. DeBardeleben, and James W. Sloss,
among others; however, the plethora of small independent enterprises, properties of the coal itself, and
technological considerations distinguish the Cahaba from other Alabama coal fields. Relatively short-lived,
the Cahaba coal-mining operation spanned from discovery in the 1840s through development, boom, and
finally bust in the mid-1950s.

 

Day considers the chronological discovery, mapping, mining, and marketing of the field’s coal as well as the
issues of convict leasing, town development, welfare capitalism, and unionism, weaving it all into a rich
tapestry. At the heart of the story are the diverse people who lived and worked in the district—whether
operator or miner, management or labor, union or nonunion, white or black, immigrant or native—who left a
legacy for posterity now captured in Diamonds in the Rough. Largely obscured today by pine trees and
kudzu, the mining districts of the Cahaba Coal Field forever influenced the lives of countless individuals and
families, and ultimately contributed to the whole fabric of the state of Alabama.

 

Winner of the 2014 Clinton Jackson Coley Award for Best Work on Alabama Local History from the
Alabama Historical Association
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Osborne:

The publication with title Diamonds in the Rough: A History of Alabama's Cahaba Coal Field has lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Kathleen Dominguez:

The book Diamonds in the Rough: A History of Alabama's Cahaba Coal Field has a lot of knowledge on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after perusing this book.

Robert Beaubien:

Beside this specific Diamonds in the Rough: A History of Alabama's Cahaba Coal Field in your phone, it
could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Diamonds in the Rough: A History of Alabama's Cahaba Coal Field because
this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find
this book in addition to read it from currently!

Amy Terrell:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit
or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Diamonds in the Rough: A History of Alabama's Cahaba Coal Field can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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