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The Manggarai people of eastern Indonesia believe their land can talk, that its appetite demands sacrificial
ritual, and that its energy can kill as well as nurture. They tell their children to avoid certain streams and
fields and view unusual environmental events as omens of misfortune. Yet, far from being preoccupied with
the dangers of this animate landscape, Manggarai people strive to make places and pathways “lively,” re-
traveling routes between houses and villages and highlighting the advantages of mobility. Through everyday
and ritual activities that emphasize “liveliness,” the land gains a further potency: the power to evoke
memories of birth, death, and marriage, to influence human health and fertility.

Potent Landscapes is an ethnographic investigation of the power of the landscape and the implications of
that power for human needs, behavior, and emotions. Based on two years of fieldwork in rural Flores, the
book situates Manggarai place-making and mobility within the larger contexts of diverse human-
environment interactions as well as adat revival in postcolonial Indonesia. Although it focuses on social life
in one region of eastern Indonesia, the work engages with broader theoretical discussions of landscape,
travel, materiality, cultural politics, kinship, and animism.

Written in a clear and accessible style, Potent Landscapes will appeal to students and specialists of Southeast
Asia as well as to those interested in the comparative anthropological study of place and environment. The
analysis moves out from rooms and houses in a series of concentric circles, outlining at each successive point
the broader implications of Manggarai place- and path-making. This gradual expansion of scale allows the
work to build a subtle, cumulative picture of the potent landscapes within which Manggarai people raise
families, forge alliances, plant crops, build houses, and engage with local state actors. Landscapes are
significant, the author argues, not only as sacred or mythic realms, or as contexts for the imposition of
colonial space; they are also significant as vernacular contexts shaped by daily practices. The book analyzes
the power of a collective landscape shaped both by the Indonesian state’s development policies and by
responses to religious change.
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From reader reviews:

John Tibbs:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Potent Landscapes: Place and Mobility in Eastern
Indonesia (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) as your daily resource information.

Anthony Rodriguez:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be study. Potent Landscapes: Place and Mobility in Eastern Indonesia (Southeast Asia: Politics,
Meaning, and Memory) can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short time
problems.

Jeffrey Call:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Potent Landscapes:
Place and Mobility in Eastern Indonesia (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) as well as others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more
and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping
them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes Potent
Landscapes: Place and Mobility in Eastern Indonesia (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Carl Fox:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as
of book Potent Landscapes: Place and Mobility in Eastern Indonesia (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and
Memory). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring
you from one location to other place.
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