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This is the first comprehensive selection from the correspondence of the iconic and beloved Langston
Hughes. It offers a life in letters that showcases his many struggles as well as his memorable achievements.
Arranged by decade and linked by expert commentary, the volume guides us through Hughes’s journey in all
its aspects: personal, political, practical, and—above all—literary. His letters range from those written to
family members, notably his father (who opposed Langston’s literary ambitions), and to friends, fellow
artists, critics, and readers who sought him out by mail. These figures include personalities such as Carl Van
Vechten, Blanche Knopf, Zora Neale Hurston, Arna Bontemps, Vachel Lindsay, Ezra Pound, Richard
Wright, Kurt Weill, Carl Sandburg, Gwendolyn Brooks, James Baldwin, Martin Luther King, Jr., Alice
Walker, Amiri Baraka, and Muhammad Ali. The letters tell the story of a determined poet precociously
finding his mature voice; struggling to realize his literary goals in an environment generally hostile to blacks;
reaching out bravely to the young and challenging them to aspire beyond the bonds of segregation; using his
artistic prestige to serve the disenfranchised and the cause of social justice; irrepressibly laughing at the
world despite its quirks and humiliations. Venturing bravely on what he called the “big sea” of life, Hughes
made his way forward always aware that his only hope of self-fulfillment and a sense of personal integrity
lay in diligently pursuing his literary vocation. Hughes’s voice in these pages, enhanced by photographs and
quotations from his poetry, allows us to know him intimately and gives us an unusually rich picture of this
generous, visionary, gratifyingly good man who was also a genius of modern American letters.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Murray:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Selected Letters of Langston
Hughes: Edited by Arnold Rampersad and David Roessel will make you to become smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open
or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that?
Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Susan Roundy:

This Selected Letters of Langston Hughes: Edited by Arnold Rampersad and David Roessel book is not
really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this
book will be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Selected Letters of Langston
Hughes: Edited by Arnold Rampersad and David Roessel without we understand teach the one who reading
through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Selected Letters of Langston Hughes:
Edited by Arnold Rampersad and David Roessel can bring if you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Selected Letters of
Langston Hughes: Edited by Arnold Rampersad and David Roessel having fine arrangement in word and
also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Joseph Owens:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Selected Letters of Langston Hughes:
Edited by Arnold Rampersad and David Roessel can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Myrtle Anderson:

You can find this Selected Letters of Langston Hughes: Edited by Arnold Rampersad and David Roessel by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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