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In Ghana, adinkra and kente textiles derive their significance from their association with both Asante and
Ghanaian cultural nationalism. Adinkra, made by stenciling patterns with black dye, and kente, a type of
strip weaving, each convey, through color, style, and adornment, the bearer’s identity, social status, and even
emotional state. Yet both textiles have been widely mass-produced outside Ghana, particularly in East Asia,
without any compensation to the originators of the designs.

In The Copyright Thing Doesn’t Work Here, Boatema Boateng focuses on the appropriation and protection
of adinkra and kente cloth in order to examine the broader implications of the use of intellectual property law
to preserve folklore and other traditional forms of knowledge. Boateng investigates the compatibility of
indigenous practices of authorship and ownership with those established under intellectual property law,
considering the ways in which both are responses to the changing social and historical conditions of
decolonization and globalization. Comparing textiles to the more secure copyright protection that Ghanaian
musicians enjoy under Ghanaian copyright law, she demonstrates that different forms of social, cultural, and
legal capital are treated differently under intellectual property law.

Boateng then moves beyond Africa, expanding her analysis to the influence of cultural nationalism among
the diaspora, particularly in the United States, on the appropriation of Ghanaian and other African cultures
for global markets. Boateng’s rich ethnography brings to the surface difficult challenges to the international
regulation of both contemporary and traditional concepts of intellectual property, and questions whether it
can even be done.
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From reader reviews:

Melinda Anderson:

With other case, little people like to read book The Copyright Thing Doesn't Work Here: Adinkra and Kente
Cloth and Intellectual Property in Ghana (First Peoples: New Directions Indigenous). You can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book The
Copyright Thing Doesn't Work Here: Adinkra and Kente Cloth and Intellectual Property in Ghana (First
Peoples: New Directions Indigenous). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by
just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Cassandra Tucker:

The book untitled The Copyright Thing Doesn't Work Here: Adinkra and Kente Cloth and Intellectual
Property in Ghana (First Peoples: New Directions Indigenous) is the e-book that recommended to you you
just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that
article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study
when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might
get the e-book of The Copyright Thing Doesn't Work Here: Adinkra and Kente Cloth and Intellectual
Property in Ghana (First Peoples: New Directions Indigenous) from the publisher to make you a lot more
enjoy free time.

Jason Savage:

The Copyright Thing Doesn't Work Here: Adinkra and Kente Cloth and Intellectual Property in Ghana (First
Peoples: New Directions Indigenous) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Copyright Thing Doesn't
Work Here: Adinkra and Kente Cloth and Intellectual Property in Ghana (First Peoples: New Directions
Indigenous) yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial thinking.

Candace Arroyo:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be



study. The Copyright Thing Doesn't Work Here: Adinkra and Kente Cloth and Intellectual Property in Ghana
(First Peoples: New Directions Indigenous) can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who
have those short time problems.
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