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The German filmmaker Alexander Kluge has long promoted cinema’s relationship with the goals of human
emancipation. Jean-Luc Godard and Filipino director Kidlat Tahimik also believe in cinema’s ability to bring
about what Theodor W. Adorno once called a “redeemed world,” even in the face of new cultural and
technological challenges. In three groundbreaking essays, Christopher Pavsek showcases these utopian
visions, drawing attention to their strengths, weaknesses, and undeniable impact on film’s political evolution.

Pavsek approaches Godard, Tahimik, and Kluge as thinkers first, situating their films within debates over
social revolution, utopian ideals, and the unrealized potential of utopian thought and action. He replays the
battle these artists waged against Hollywood interests, the seduction of other digital media, and the
privileging of mass entertainment over cinema’s progressive, revolutionary roots. He discusses Godard’s
early work, Alphaville (1965), against his later films, Germany Year 90 Nine-Zero (1991) and JLG/JLG:
Self-portrait in December (1994), and conducts the first scholarly reading of Film Socialisme (2010) and its
new form of utopian optimism. He considers Tahimik’s virtually unknown masterpiece, I Am Furious
Yellow (1981–1991), along with his major works, Perfumed Nightmare (1977) and Turumba (1983), in
which he calls on the anticolonial impulses of his native Philippines to resist Western commodity culture;
and he constructs a dialogue between Kluge’s earliest films, Brutality in Stone (1961) and Yesterday Girl
(1965), and his later The Assault of the Present on the Rest of Time (1985) and Fruits of Trust (2009), noting
a utopianism deeply indebted to Marx and Adorno yet designed to appeal to modern sensibilities. In the
thwarted ambitions, disappointed hopes, and thrilling experiments of these forward-thinking filmmakers,
Pavsek reinforces an important chapter in the history of film and its relevance to political filmmaking today.
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From reader reviews:

Agatha Roughton:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The Utopia of Film: Cinema and Its
Futures in Godard, Kluge, and Tahimik (Film and Culture Series) is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Annette Dixon:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this
The Utopia of Film: Cinema and Its Futures in Godard, Kluge, and Tahimik (Film and Culture Series), you
can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a reserve.

James Jones:

The reason? Because this The Utopia of Film: Cinema and Its Futures in Godard, Kluge, and Tahimik (Film
and Culture Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but
latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
also write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method
but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going
to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Helen Massey:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book The Utopia of Film: Cinema and Its Futures in Godard, Kluge, and Tahimik (Film and
Culture Series). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add
your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about



reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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