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Transforming Scriptures is the first sustained treatment of African American women writers’ intellectual,
even theological, engagements with the book Northrop Frye referred to as the “great code” of Western
civilization. Katherine Clay Bassard looks at poetry, novels, speeches, sermons, and prayers by Maria W.
Stewart, Frances Harper, Hannah Crafts, Harriet E. Wilson, Harriet Jacobs, Zora Neale Hurston, Toni
Morrison, and Sherley Anne Williams and discusses how such texts respond as a collective “literary witness”
to the use of the Bible for purposes of social domination. Black women’s historic encounters with the Bible
were, indeed, transformational; in the process of “turning cursing into blessing” these women were both
shaped and reshaped by the scriptures they appropriated for their own self-representation.

Two important biblical figures emerge as key tropes around which women fashioned a counternarrative to
the dominant culture’s “curse” on black female identity: the “talking mule” from Numbers 22 and the “black
but comely” Shulamite of Song of Songs, the Queen of Sheba. Transforming Scriptures analyzes these tropes
within a range of contexts, from biblical justifications of slavery and the second-class status of women to
hermeneutical and post-structural critiques of the Bible. African American women’s appropriations of
scripture occur within a continuum of African American Bible-reading practices and religious or ideological
commitments, argues Bassard. There is thus no single “black women’s hermeneutic”; rather, theories of
African American women and the Bible must account for historical and social change and difference.
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From reader reviews:

James Lindberg:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Transforming
Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have other opinion?

James Goodman:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case
but the problems coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This
Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible is our recommendation to help
you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Julia Barr:

The actual book Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible will bring you to
the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Transforming Scriptures: African American
Women Writers and the Bible is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Miranda Wenger:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Transforming Scriptures: African
American Women Writers and the Bible to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill
is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it
and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
open a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Transforming Scriptures: African American Women
Writers and the Bible can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of that time.
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