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Since 1989, there have been over 200 post-conviction DNA exonerations in the United States. On the
surface, the release of innocent people from prison could be seen as a victory for the criminal justice system:
the wrong person went to jail, but the mistake was fixed and the accused set free. A closer look at
miscarriages of justice, however, reveals that such errors are not aberrations but deeply revealing, common
features of our legal system.

The ten original essays in When Law Fails view wrongful convictions not as random mistakes but as
organic outcomes of a misshaped larger system that is rife with faulty eyewitness identifications, false
confessions, biased juries, and racial discrimination. Distinguished legal thinkers Charles J. Ogletree, Jr., and
Austin Sarat have assembled a stellar group of contributors who try to make sense of justice gone wrong and
to answer urgent questions. Are miscarriages of justice systemic or symptomatic, or are they mostly
idiosyncratic? What are the broader implications of justice gone awry for the ways we think about law? Are
there ways of reconceptualizing legal missteps that are particularly useful or illuminating? These instructive
essays both address the questions and point the way toward further discussion.

When Law Fails reveals the dramatic consequences as well as the daily realities of breakdowns in the law’s
ability to deliver justice swiftly and fairly, and calls on us to look beyond headline-grabbing exonerations to
see how failure is embedded in the legal system itself. Once we are able to recognize miscarriages of justice
we will be able to begin to fix our broken legal system.

Contributors: Douglas A. Berman, Markus D. Dubber, Mary L. Dudziak, Patricia Ewick, Daniel Givelber,
Linda Ross Meyer, Charles J. Ogletree, Jr., Austin Sarat, Jonathan Simon, and Robert Weisberg.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Lee:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject When Law Fails
(Charles Hamilton Houston Institute Series on Race and Justice) suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled When Law Fails (Charles Hamilton Houston
Institute Series on Race and Justice)is one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension
that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people
can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about
this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Clorinda Combs:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a e-book. The book When Law Fails (Charles Hamilton Houston Institute Series on
Race and Justice) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can
buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Beth Johnson:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The When Law Fails
(Charles Hamilton Houston Institute Series on Race and Justice) will give you new experience in studying a
book.

Ana Vela:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This book When Law Fails (Charles Hamilton Houston Institute Series on Race and
Justice) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big



selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to
get book that you just wanted.
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