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Contests long-standing claims that Confucianism came to prominence under China's Emperor Wu.

When did Confucianism become the reigning political ideology of imperial China? A pervasive narrative
holds it was during the reign of Emperor Wu of the Han dynasty (141-87 BCE). In this book, Liang Cai
maintains that such a date would have been too early and provides a new account of this transformation. A
hidden narrative in Sima Qian’s The Grand Scribe’ s Records (Shi ji) shows that Confucians were a
powerless minority in the political realm of this period. Cai argues that the notorious witchcraft scandal of
91-87 BCE reshuffled the power structure of the Western Han bureaucracy and provided Confucians an
opportune moment to seize power, evolve into a new elite class, and set the tenor of political discourse for
centuriesto come.

“Readers interested in the history of the Han Empire will find this book to be an invaluable addition to the
current literature on the topic. It isamust-read for all scholars and students of early imperial period China....
the overall narrative is strong, convincing, and, dare | say, game changing.” — Erica Fox Brindley,
American Historical Review

“Through a detailed analysis of the surviving textual evidence, Witchcraft and the Rise of the First
Confucian Empire provides a powerful image of the destruction of one order in the last years of the reign of
Emperor Wu and the creation of a new elite under Huo Guang. Though these events have already been the
subject of at least one detailed English-language study ... the narrower time-frame and more focused
narrative in Liang Cai’ s study provides an even more powerful picture of the enduring aftermath of Emperor
Wu' switchcraft trials.” — Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society

Liang Cai is Assistant Professor of History at the University of Arkansas.
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From reader reviews:
Winnie L ogan:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Witchcraft and the Rise of the First Confucian Empire (SUNY series
in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You
will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving Witchcraft and the Rise of the First Confucian
Empire (SUNY seriesin Chinese Philosophy and Culture) content conveys prospect easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different such as
it. S0, do you nevertheless thinking Witchcraft and the Rise of the First Confucian Empire (SUNY seriesin
Chinese Philosophy and Culture) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Tom Baptist:

The e-book with title Witchcraft and the Rise of the First Confucian Empire (SUNY seriesin Chinese
Philosophy and Culture) has alot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of profit after
read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
specific book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart
phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Chester Hassdl:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friendsis thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Witchcraft and the Rise of the
First Confucian Empire (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture), you may enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh seriously its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Gary Wells:

Y ou can obtain this Witchcraft and the Rise of the First Confucian Empire (SUNY seriesin Chinese
Philosophy and Culture) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your
solve challengeif you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written
or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
gtill change. Let'stry to choose correct ways for you.
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