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Essay from the year 2010 in the subject History Europe - Other Countries - Ages of World Wars, grade: A-,
University CEU San Pablo Madrid, language: English, abstract: In the last two decades, there seems to be a
consensus between Russian physicians, sociologists, and the general public, that drug addiction should be
considered a serious and threatening social problem. The authorities, however, are unable to stop the
increasing numbers of drug users. Meanwhile, as Ia. I. Gilinskii put it, social deviations are “the mirror of
social realities”, and the power structure should not avoid looking in it. Drug addiction became a major
social problem, for which no one-sided solution is acceptable. The attempts to approach the topic from the
narrow viewpoint of some sociological or medical theory usually fail – as do the methods of plain
administrative repression. The terms narkotik, narkoman, narkomaniia, narkotizm are applied in a somewhat
simplified manner (as an unambiguous social evil), and it further complicates the understanding of an
already difficult phenomenon. There is also a clear lack of attention towards social, psychological, economic
and other incentives for an individual to take drugs.
Therefore, the need for a more synthetic and complex approach is obvious, and in search for it we should
also look at the developments in the past and the history of drug addiction in Russia.
The focus of this paper is on the early Soviet period of Russian history (ca. 1917-1929) and on the medical
texts of that period. My aim will be to look at early Soviet medical texts related to recreational drugs to show
how physicians described the causes of drug addiction – and thus contributed to the construction of the social
problem. The causes of the problem are especially important and relevant for the medical discourse, as the
etiology of disease often gives physicians the clue to the solutions and treatment. Accordingly, the origins of
drug addiction as described in early Soviet medical texts greatly influenced the understanding of drug addicts
and practical narcotic policy among the medical community – and also beyond (as physicians tried to
achieve symbolic domination). In particular, I want to consider three large groups of potential causes that
were detected by early Soviet physicians: socio-political (such as war or revolution), economical (like
capitalism or foreign trade), and other (it includes various causes on the macro- and micro-scale alike that
range from regime of prohibition to sexual frustration to the use of drugs za kompaniiu).
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From reader reviews:

Gerardo Whittaker:

This Constructing the Social Problem: Causes of Drug Addiction in Early Soviet Medical Texts book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper
a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Constructing the Social Problem: Causes of
Drug Addiction in Early Soviet Medical Texts without we know teach the one who studying it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Constructing the Social Problem: Causes of
Drug Addiction in Early Soviet Medical Texts can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Constructing the
Social Problem: Causes of Drug Addiction in Early Soviet Medical Texts having excellent arrangement in
word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Jamie Arellano:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Constructing the Social Problem: Causes
of Drug Addiction in Early Soviet Medical Texts, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination
right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What?
Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Randall James:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Constructing the Social Problem:
Causes of Drug Addiction in Early Soviet Medical Texts which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's notice.

Janna Lefevre:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Constructing the Social Problem:
Causes of Drug Addiction in Early Soviet Medical Texts can give you a lot of close friends because by you
checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that
perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So ,



why hesitate? Let's have Constructing the Social Problem: Causes of Drug Addiction in Early Soviet
Medical Texts.
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