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A re-discovered masterpiece of reporting by a literary icon and a celebrated photographer

In 1941, James Agee and Walker Evans published Let Us Now Praise Famous Men, a 400-page prose
symphony about three tenant farming families in Hale County, Alabama, at the height of the Great
Depression. The book shattered journalistic and literary conventions. Critic Lionel Trilling called it the
“most realistic and most important moral effort of our American generation.” 

The origins of Agee and Evans’s famous collaboration date back to an assignment for Fortune magazine,
which sent them to Alabama in the summer of 1936 to report a story that was never published. Some have
assumed that Fortune’s editors shelved the story because of the unconventional style that marked Famous
Men, and for years the original report was presumed lost.

But fifty years after Agee’s death, a trove of his manuscripts turned out to include a typescript labeled
“Cotton Tenants.” Once examined, the pages made it clear that Agee had in fact written a masterly, 30,000-
word report for Fortune.

Published here for the first time, and accompanied by thirty of Walker Evans’s historic photos, Cotton
Tenants is an eloquent report of three families struggling through desperate times. Indeed, Agee’s dispatch
remains relevant as one of the most honest explorations of poverty in America ever attempted and as a
foundational document of long-form reporting. As the novelist Adam Haslett writes in an introduction, it is
“a poet’s brief for the prosecution of economic and social injustice.”
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From reader reviews:

Logan Merritt:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Cotton Tenants: Three Families is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Salvador Perez:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Cotton Tenants: Three Families book
because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Marvin Boyer:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Cotton Tenants: Three Families that
give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you
who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are
able to pick Cotton Tenants: Three Families become your own starter.

David Myers:

Beside this kind of Cotton Tenants: Three Families in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Cotton Tenants:
Three Families because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book
but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
that? Find this book and read it from today!
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