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The Jesuit Juan de Mariana (1535-1624) is one of the most misunderstood authors in the history of political
thought. His treatise De rege et regis institutione libri tres (1599) is dedicated to Philip III of Spain. It was to
present the principles of statecraft by which the young king was to abide. Yet soon after its publication,
Catholic and Calvinist politiques in France started branding Mariana a regicide. De rege was said to
empower the private individual to kill a legitimate king. Its 'pernicious doctrines' were blamed for the murder
of Henry IV in 1610, and it was burned at the order of the parlement of Paris. Modern historians have tended
to build on this interpretation and consider De rege a stepping stone towards modern pluralist and democratic
thought. Nothing could be further from the truth. The notion of Mariana as an uncompromising theorist of
resistance is in fact based on the distorted reading of a few select sentences from the first book of the treatise.

This study offers a radical departure from the old view of Mariana as an early modern constitutionalist
thinker and advocate of regicide. Thorough analysis of the text as a whole reveals him to be a shrewd and
creative operator of political language as well as a champion of the church and bishops of Castile. The
argument as a whole is informed by a Catholic-Augustinian view of human nature. Mariana's bleak, at times
downright cynical view of man imparts focus and coherence to a text that challenges well established
terminological boundaries and political discourses. In the first instance, his deeply pessimistic appraisal of
human virtue justifies his disregard of positive law. He is thus able to mould diverse elements extracted from
Roman and canon law, scholastic theology and humanist literature into a deliberately equivocal discourse of
reason of state. Finally, this secular interpretation of the world of politics is cleverly yoked to a thoroughly
clerical agenda of reform. In fact, reason of state is made to propagate an episcopal monarchy. De rege is
exceptional in that it strings together a curious scholastic theory of the origins of society, a conservative
ideology of absolute monarchy and a breathtakingly radical vision of theocratic renewal of Spanish
government and society.

Juan de Mariana and Early Modern Political Thought elucidates the differentiated nature of political debate
in Habsburg Spain. It confirms the complexity of Spanish political life in the later sixteenth and early
seventeenth century. Complementing recent work on Catholic political thought, the European reception of
Machiavelli, and Spanish Habsburg government, this study offers a more complete and holistic picture of
early modern Spanish political culture.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Densmore:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Juan de Mariana and Early Modern Spanish Political Thought
(Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700). Try to stumble through book Juan de Mariana and Early Modern
Spanish Political Thought (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) as your buddy. It means that it can to be your
friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

James Brown:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Juan de Mariana and
Early Modern Spanish Political Thought (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700)? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Gaye Lewis:

This Juan de Mariana and Early Modern Spanish Political Thought (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) is
brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little
bit of digest in reading this Juan de Mariana and Early Modern Spanish Political Thought (Catholic
Christendom, 1300-1700) can be the light food in your case because the information inside this specific book
is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your
better life and also knowledge.

Kyle Cook:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Juan de Mariana and Early Modern Spanish Political
Thought (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know
that book Juan de Mariana and Early Modern Spanish Political Thought (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700)
has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can
read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored,



any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like
reading which.
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