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From the myth of William Webb Ellis to the glory of the 2003 World Cup win, this book explores the social
history of rugby union in England.

Ever since Tom Brown’s Schooldays the sport has seen itself as the guardian of traditional English middle-
class values. In this fascinating new history, leading rugby historian Tony Collins demonstrates how these
values have shaped the English game, from the public schools to mass spectator sport, from strict
amateurism to global professionalism.

Based on unprecedented access to the official archives of the Rugby Football Union, and drawing on an
impressive array of sources from club minutes to personal memoirs and contemporary literature, the book
explores in vivid detail the key events, personalities and players that have made English rugby.

From an era of rapid growth at the end of the nineteenth century, through the terrible losses suffered during
the First World War and the subsequent ‘rush to rugby’ in the public and grammar schools, and into the
periods of disorientation and commercialisation in the 1960s through to the present day, the story of English
rugby union is also the story of the making of modern England.

Like all the very best writers on sport, Tony Collins uses sport as a prism through which to better understand
both culture and society. A ground-breaking work of both social history and sport history, A Social History
of English Rugby Union tells a fascinating story of sporting endeavour, masculine identity, imperial
ideology, social consciousness and the nature of Englishness.
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From reader reviews:

Joy Hutchinson:

The actual book A Social History of English Rugby Union has a lot of information on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Cleta Blackwell:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will
get great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you
have read will be A Social History of English Rugby Union.

Casey Schnell:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book A Social History of English Rugby Union was multi-
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book A Social History of English Rugby
Union has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan
you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to
like reading which.

Terry Buehler:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just in search of the A Social History of English Rugby Union when you needed it?
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