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The Declaration of Independence liberated one continent from domination by another, but the Constitution
revolutionized the world--by entrusting citizens with rights never before in history granted to ordinary
people. Far from the genteel unity implied by the Constitution's opening words "We the People," the struggle
to create and ratify this powerful document was as difficult as the fight for independence from Britain had
been.

The road to independence had led straight to hell. America was ablaze in anarchy and civil strife. As civil
war threatened, George Washington called for a new constitution creating a powerful new federal
government to restore order. For the majority of Americans, the new Constitution drafted in Philadelphia
seemed a disaster, creating a new American government with the same powers of taxation as the former
British government and led by a president with powers to succeed himself indefinitely and become a
monarch. Former Virginia governor Patrick Henry cried out against such a central authority that could stifle
state sovereignty: "Liberty will be lost and tyranny will result." George Washington countered, calling Henry
an enemy of liberty.

The ratification process began and, over the next nine months, America warred with itself, as each state
joined in what became American's "second revolution." Just as the first revolution had brought Americans
together, the second threatened to rip the nation apart, as Washington's Federalists battled Henry's
Antifederalists. Mobs ran riot in the streets of Philadelphia, New York, and Providence. The wealthy elite
supported the new Constitution and a strong central government, while a majority of ordinary people
opposed both, and populist leaders such as Henry and New York governor George Clinton geared for violent
conflict between the states to preserve state sovereignty.

By mid-March 1788, eight of the nine states required for ratification of he Constitution had ratified. But
Virginia, the largest and the wealthiest state, stood firm with New York against union, and without them the
new nation would be as fragile as the parchment on which the Constitution had been written.

With the fate of the country in the balance, Washington could only hope for a miracle to save the nation from
all-out civil war and disunion. In America's Second Revolution, award-winning author Harlow Giles Unger
tells the gripping story of that miracle, the harrowing events that led up to it, and the men who made it
possible. Rich and powerful, they displayed humor, sarcasm, fire, brilliance, ignorance, hypocrisy, warmth,
anger, bigotry, and hatred. Their struggle pitted friend against friend, brother against brother, father against
son. But, in the end, they helped create a new government, a new nation, and, ultimately, a new civilization.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Peters:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand
up than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular America's
Second Revolution: How George Washington Defeated Patrick Henry and Saved the Nation book as nice
and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Dorothy Shuler:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Studying a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this America's Second
Revolution: How George Washington Defeated Patrick Henry and Saved the Nation book because this book
offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there
is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Margaret Wynkoop:

America's Second Revolution: How George Washington Defeated Patrick Henry and Saved the Nation can
be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand,
bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing America's Second Revolution: How George Washington Defeated
Patrick Henry and Saved the Nation but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you
into new stage of crucial considering.

Jennifer Joseph:

This America's Second Revolution: How George Washington Defeated Patrick Henry and Saved the Nation
is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny
amount of digest in reading this America's Second Revolution: How George Washington Defeated Patrick
Henry and Saved the Nation can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book
is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep
I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this



publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life
along with knowledge.
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