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"Chess gets a hold of some people, like a virus or a drug," writes Robert Desjarlais in this absorbing book.
Drawing on his lifelong fascination with the game, Desjarlais guides readers into the world of twenty-first-
century chess to help us understand its unique pleasures and challenges, and to advance a new "anthropology
of passion." Immersing us directly in chess’s intricate culture, he interweaves small dramas, closely observed
details, illuminating insights, colorful anecdotes, and unforgettable biographical sketches to elucidate the
game and to reveal what goes on in the minds of experienced players when they face off over the board.
Counterplay offers a compelling take on the intrigues of chess and shows how themes of play, beauty,
competition, addiction, fanciful cognition, and intersubjective engagement shape the lives of those who take
up this most captivating of games.
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From reader reviews:

Mamie Perkins:

In other case, little persons like to read book Counterplay: An Anthropologist at the Chessboard. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book
Counterplay: An Anthropologist at the Chessboard. You can add information and of course you can around
the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful
thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet device. It is called
e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Juan Farley:

The book Counterplay: An Anthropologist at the Chessboard can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Counterplay: An
Anthropologist at the Chessboard? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim
this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book Counterplay: An Anthropologist at the Chessboard has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So
it is very wonderful.

Curtis Graham:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That Counterplay: An Anthropologist at the Chessboard can give you
a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make
you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Counterplay: An Anthropologist at the Chessboard.

Juli Gadberry:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's internal or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go
to right now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring as well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Counterplay: An Anthropologist at the Chessboard can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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