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The late 1950s, twilight years of the British Empire, saw the end of the era of the 'tramp steamer' - coal-
burning merchant ships that 'tramped' from port to port in the days before bulk carriers, hunting for any cargo
that needed hauling to any place.

In this marvelous memoir Christopher Lee offers the diaries of a 'Lad' much like himself who, at the age of
17, took his first job aboard the tramp ship Empire Heywood. Over two years this Lad would get to travel
through the Suez canal, into the Indian Ocean and across the Pacific - so acquiring a panoramic view of the
fading empire - before returning home to England as a man.

The diaries give a splendid account of all the dramas of life aboard ship, with an eccentric cast of characters
and a wealth of lively seafaring language. A third-person narrative from the author provides invaluable
historical context.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Holt:

This Eight Bells and Top Masts: Diaries from a Tramp Steamer tend to be reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Eight Bells and Top Masts: Diaries from a
Tramp Steamer can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed types. Beside that this Eight Bells and Top Masts: Diaries from a Tramp Steamer giving you an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand
it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Leslie Jasso:

The book Eight Bells and Top Masts: Diaries from a Tramp Steamer will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try
to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Eight Bells and Top Masts: Diaries from a
Tramp Steamer is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Paul Hardy:

The e-book with title Eight Bells and Top Masts: Diaries from a Tramp Steamer has a lot of information that
you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.

Bernadine Parker:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Eight Bells and Top Masts: Diaries from a Tramp Steamer can make you
really feel more interested to read.
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