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Can a bomb ever be "clean"? Are we relieved to be warned that there will be an "odor" when once we were
told that something would "stink"? Or, to put it another way, when is a euphemism a mark of good taste and
when is it a sign of verbal obfuscation?
To answer such questions, D.J. Enright invited sixteen distinguished writers to ponder and explore the
ubiquitous phenomenon of euphemism. The result is a delightful and provocative collection that not only
includes general reflections on euphemism and its history but also treats such specific categories as sex,
death, and other natural functions; politics; the language of the great Christian texts; euphamisms spoken to
and by children; the law; medicine; office life; and the jargon of official spokesmen, military communiques,
and tyrants. Such writers as Diane Johnson, Robert Nisbet, John Gross, Robert Burchfield, and Joseph
Epstein bring a variety of perspectives and sensibilities to bear on these topics.
Because euphemisms are so intimate and integral to our thinking, any study of them is bound to throw light
on the human condition, both past and present. In these essays, humor jostles horror and the homely
alternates with the farfetched. Taken together they form an eloquent and often amusing testament to the
richness of the subject.
About the Author:
D.J. Enright is a noted English poet and critic. He recently compiled and edited The Oxford Book of Death.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Heisler:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be smart in
getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can help
persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Fair of Speech: The Uses of Euphemism book
because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Mamie Perkins:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the information about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this Fair of
Speech: The Uses of Euphemism.

Louis McCarthy:

The reserve with title Fair of Speech: The Uses of Euphemism includes a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new information the information that
exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read
the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Frances Drury:

Beside that Fair of Speech: The Uses of Euphemism in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't
be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Fair of
Speech: The Uses of Euphemism because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!
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