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An on-the-ground history of American empire

Say the word "Guantánamo" and orange jumpsuits, chain-link fences, torture, and indefinite detention come
to mind. To critics the world over, Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, is a striking symbol of American hypocrisy. But
the prison isn't the whole story. For more than two centuries, Guantánamo has been at the center of American
imperial ambition, first as an object of desire then as a convenient staging ground.

In Guantánamo: An American History, Jonathan M. Hansen presents the first complete account of this
fascinating place. The U.S. presence at Guantánamo predates even the nation itself, as the bay figured
centrally in the imperial expansion plans of colonist and British sailor Lawrence Washington—half brother
of the future president George. As the young United States rose in power, Thomas Jefferson and his
followers envisioned a vast "empire of liberty," which hinged on U.S. control of the Gulf of Mexico and the
Caribbean Sea. Politically and geographically, Guantánamo Bay was the key to this strategy. So when
Cubans took up arms against their Spanish rulers in 1898, America swooped in to ensure that Guantánamo
would end up firmly in its control.

Over the next century, the American navy turned the bay into an idyllic modern Mayberry—complete with
bungalows, cul-de-sacs, and country clubs—which base residents still enjoy. In many ways, Guantánamo
remains more quintessentially American than America itself: a distillation of the idealism and arrogance that
has characterized U.S. national identity and foreign policy from the very beginning.

Despite the Obama administration's repeated efforts to shutter the notorious prison, the naval base is in no
danger of closing anytime soon. Places like Guantánamo, which fall between the clear borders of law and
sovereignty, continue to serve a purpose regardless of which leaders—left, right, or center—hold the reins of
power.
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From reader reviews:

Lydia Sanders:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Guantánamo:
An American History, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Karen Chan:

Guantánamo: An American History can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Guantánamo: An American
History but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial considering.

Lee Henry:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more
time to be read. Guantánamo: An American History can be your answer mainly because it can be read by
you who have those short spare time problems.

Mary Cox:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of
book Guantánamo: An American History. You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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