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Since its publication in Japan ten years ago, the Origins of Modern Japanese Literature has become a
landmark book, playing a pivotal role in defining discussions of modernity in that country. Against a history
of relative inattention on the part of Western translators to modern Asian critical theory, this first English
publication is sure to have a profound effect on current cultural criticism in the West. It is both the boldest
critique of modern Japanese literary history to appear in the post-war era and a major theoretical
intervention, which calls into question the idea of modernity that informs Western consciousness.
In a sweeping reinterpretation of nineteenth-and twentieth-century Japanese literature, Karatani Kojin forces
a reconsideration of the very assumptions underlying our concepts of modernity. In his analysis, such
familiar terms as origin, modern, literature, and the state reveal themselves to be ideological constructs.
Karatani weaves many separate strands into an argument that exposes what has been hidden in both Japanese
and Western accounts of the development of modern culture. Among these strands are: the "discovery" of
landscape in painting and literature and its relation to the inwardness of individual consciousness; the similar
"discovery" in Japanese drama of the naked face as another kind of landscape produced by interiority; the
challenge to the dominance of Chinese characters in writing; the emergence of confessional literature as an
outgrowth of the repression of sexuality and the body; the conversion of the samurai class to Christianity; the
mythologizing of tuberculosis, cancer, and illness in general as a producer of meaning; and the "discovery"
of "the child" as an independent category of human being.
A work that will be important beyond the confines of literary studies, Karatani's analysis challenges basic
Western presumptions of theoretical centrality and originality and disturbs the binary opposition of the
"West" to its so-called "other." Origins of Modern Japanese Literature should be read by all those with an
interest in the development of cultural concepts and in the interrelating factors that have determined
modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Roxanne Jimenez:

The book Origins of Modern Japanese Literature (Post-contemporary interventions) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a
book Origins of Modern Japanese Literature (Post-contemporary interventions)? A number of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Origins of Modern Japanese Literature (Post-contemporary
interventions) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
look the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Patricia Howard:

Origins of Modern Japanese Literature (Post-contemporary interventions) can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Origins of Modern Japanese Literature (Post-contemporary interventions) although
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
thinking.

Harry Keller:

You can obtain this Origins of Modern Japanese Literature (Post-contemporary interventions) by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.

Michael Mitchell:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as
of book Origins of Modern Japanese Literature (Post-contemporary interventions). You can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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