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First published in 1856, five years after the appearance of Moby Dick, The Piazza Tales comprises six of
Herman Melville's finest short stories. Included are two sea tales that encompass the essence of Melville's
art: 'Benito Cereno,' an exhilarating account of mutiny and rescue aboard a disabled slave ship, which is a
parable of man's struggle against the forces of evil, and 'The Encantadas,' ten allegorical sketches of the
Galapagos Islands, which reveal nature to be both enchanting and horrifying. Two pieces explore themes of
isolation and defeat found in Melville's great novels: 'Bartleby, the Scrivener,' a prophetically modern story
of alienation and loss on nineteenth-century Wall Street, and 'The Bell-Tower,' a Faustian tale about a
Renaissance architect who brings about his own violent destruction. The other two works reveal Melville's
mastery of very different writing styles: 'The Lightning-Rod Man,' a satire showcasing his talent for
Dickensian comedy, and 'The Piazza,' the title story of the collection, which anticipates the author's later
absorption with poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Piazza Tales: (A Modern Library E-Book), it is
possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Tom Copper:

Beside this specific The Piazza Tales: (A Modern Library E-Book) in your phone, it could possibly give you
a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune.
It is good thing to have The Piazza Tales: (A Modern Library E-Book) because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come
on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it
from right now!

Lillian Carlucci:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book The Piazza Tales: (A Modern Library E-Book) was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Piazza Tales: (A Modern
Library E-Book) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading which.

Michael Brown:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Piazza Tales: (A Modern Library E-Book) can make you sense more
interested to read.
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