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In The Sword and the Pen: Women, Politics, and Poetry in Sixteenth-Century Siena, Konrad Eisenbichler
analyzes the work of Sienese women poets, in particular, Aurelia Petrucci, Laudomia Forteguerri, and
Virginia Salvi, during the first half of the sixteenth century up to the fall of Siena in 1555. Eisenbichler sets
forth a complex and original interpretation of the experiences of these three educated noblewomen and their
contributions to contemporary culture in Siena by looking at the emergence of a new lyric tradition and the
sonnets they exchanged among themselves and with their male contemporaries. Through the analysis of their
poems and various book dedications to them, Eisenbichler reveals the intersection of poetry, politics, and
sexuality, as well as the gendered dialogue that characterized Siena's literary environment during the late
Renaissance. Eisenbichler also examines other little-known women poets and their relationship to the
cultural environment of Siena, underlining the exceptional role of the city of Siena as the most important
center of women's writing in the first half of the sixteenth century in Italy, and probably in all of Europe.
This innovative contribution to the field of late Renaissance and early modern Italian and women's studies
rescues from near oblivion a group of literate women who were celebrated by contemporary scholars but
who have been largely ignored today, both because of a dearth of biographical information about them and
because of a narrow evaluation of their poetry. Eisenbichler's analysis and reproduction of many of their
poems in Italian and modern English translation are an invaluable contribution not only to Italian cultural
studies but also to women's studies.
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From reader reviews:

Ralph Humphries:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important normally. The book The Sword and the Pen: Women, Politics, and Poetry in Sixteenth-
Century Siena ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication The Sword and the Pen: Women, Politics,
and Poetry in Sixteenth-Century Siena is not only giving you more new information but also to be your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship with the book The Sword and the Pen: Women, Politics, and Poetry in Sixteenth-Century Siena.
You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Maritza Kress:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Sword and the Pen: Women,
Politics, and Poetry in Sixteenth-Century Siena is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Kate Vasquez:

You will get this The Sword and the Pen: Women, Politics, and Poetry in Sixteenth-Century Siena by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties
for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try
to choose appropriate ways for you.

Jerry Hull:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The Sword and the Pen: Women, Politics, and Poetry in
Sixteenth-Century Siena was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Sword
and the Pen: Women, Politics, and Poetry in Sixteenth-Century Siena has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are
the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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