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This book presents a general explanation of how states develop their foreign policy. The theory stands in
contrast to most approaches--which assume that states want to maximize security--by assuming that states
pursue two things, or goods, through their foreign policy: change and maintenance. States, in other words, try
both to change aspects of the international status quo that they don't like and maintain those aspects they do
like. A state's ability to do so is largely a function of its relative capability, and since national capability is
finite, a state must make trade-offs between policies designed to achieve change or maintenance.

Glenn Palmer and Clifton Morgan apply their theory to cases ranging from American foreign policy since
World War II to Chinese foreign policy since 1949 to the Suez Canal Crisis. The many implications bear
upon specific policies such as conflict initiation, foreign aid allocation, military spending, and alliance
formation. Particularly useful are the implications for foreign policy substitutability. The authors also
undertake statistical analyses of a wide range of behaviors, and these generally support the theory.

A Theory of Foreign Policy represents a major advance over traditional analyses of international relations.
Not only do its empirical implications speak to a broader range of policies but, more importantly, the book
illuminates the trade-offs decision makers face in selecting among policies to maximize utility, given a state's
goals.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Lea:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great and important the book A Theory of Foreign Policy. All type of book is it
possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Allen Ellis:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this A Theory of Foreign Policy book because
this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is
no doubt in it as you know.

Donald Murphy:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and A Theory of Foreign Policy or even others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes A
Theory of Foreign Policy to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Heather Delph:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or
real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this A Theory of Foreign Policy can make you
experience more interested to read.
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