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This book tells the story of the Cuban missile crisis in 1962, the struggle that President Kennedy and his
advisers (including the author, who was head of intelligence at the State Department) went through to try to
understand why the Soviet Union had put nuclear missiles in Cuba, the alternative policies they debated to
deal with the presence of the missiles, the aftermath of the crisis, and the lessons learned about defense and
foreign policy in an age dominated by intercontinental missiles tipped with nuclear warheads capable of
obliterating the northern hemisphere. The purpose of the book is to focus the world's attention on the fact
that something must be done—and soon—if we are to avoid Armageddon.

The world has never been as close to nuclear war as it was in November 1962. In this book, Roger Hilsman,
head of intelligence at the U.S. State Department at that time, details the struggles that President Kennedy
and his advisers went through to understand why the Soviet Union had deployed nuclear missiles in Cuba,
describes the debate over alternative policy choices to force the removal of the missiles, and determines how
and why each particular course of action was eventually chosen. He relates how the U.S. government dealt
with the public and with its allies, and traces the step-by-step negotiations between the Soviets and the
United States. In his discussion, Hilsman reveals how Khrushchev chose a back-channel, deniable way of
communicating with President Kennedy by sending messages to the head of the KGB in Washington, who
passed them to Hilsman, who then took them to the president. This book shows how President Kennedy and
his brother Robert used this information to bring about the withdrawal of the missiles without war.

This book analyzes the motives behind the massive Soviet deployment of nuclear missiles to Cuba, which
were capable of destroying every major city in the United States except Seattle, backed up by anti-aircraft
and ground forces to defend those missiles. One ship could carry 20-to-30 freight-train loads of war materiel
and over 100 shiploads were sent—a total of between 2,000 and 3,000 train loads. Hilsman tells the story of
how American intelligence found out—just in time—and, in a post-mortem, addresses the question of U.S.
success and/or failure. He concludes with an assessment of the significance of the only nuclear crisis in the
world's history, pointing out the lessons for humankind about war in a nuclear age. Hilsman's book is one of
only two accounts of the Cuban missile crisis written by one of the principals, and has added significance in
light of the turbid state and uncertain future of nuclear weapons throughout the world.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob King:

Typically the book The Cuban Missile Crisis: The Struggle Over Policy will bring you to the new experience
of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
study, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Cuban Missile Crisis: The Struggle Over Policy is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Jacob Smith:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Cuban Missile Crisis:
The Struggle Over Policy, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Kathleen Dominguez:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the top record
in your reading list is definitely The Cuban Missile Crisis: The Struggle Over Policy. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Gigi Brown:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra The Cuban Missile
Crisis: The Struggle Over Policy.
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