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A leading expert on the social world of the Bible offers students a reliable guide to the manners and customs
of the ancient world. The fourth edition has been updated throughout.

"With impeccable skill, detailed research, and a thoroughly engaging style, Victor Matthews has produced a
text that captures the complexity, beauty, and magnificence of the ancient biblical world. The study provides
awindow into the richness of an ancient peopl€e's historical, cultural, social, and religious life, beginning with
the ancestral period and continuing through the intertestamental and New Testament periods. Thiswork is
perfect for undergraduate and beginning graduate courses in Bible."

--Carol J. Dempsey, University of Portland

"A reliable guide to the world of the Bible. Readers will be enlightened by the many details that Matthews
pulls together from awide range of sources. His broad knowledge of the ancient world and its texts will
serve well the reader who desires to dig deeper into the Bible and understand it in its cultural context."
--John Walton, Wheaton College

"This classic work is packed full of fresh information from archaeology and from texts outside the Bible that
provide a multitude of insights into the Bible's social and religious practices. With its accessible style, the
book contextualizes I sraelite ways of life within the broad sweep of the ancient periods that the biblical
books purport to represent. Highly recommended as a companion to reading the Bible."

--Mark S. Smith, New Y ork University

"This fourth edition will be of great use in the classroom. Maintaining the historical summaries and
discussion of everyday life of earlier editions and with an expanded text, discussion questions, annotated
bibliography, and glossary, thisis an unparalleled resource for university instructors and students. Matthews
takes a balanced view of the historical accuracy of the Bible, presenting the centrist position in current
debates about the patriarchs, settlement period, and united monarchy. This book will greatly assist students
to read the Bible with ancient social worldsin mind."

--Robert D. Miller 11, The Catholic University of America

"A comprehensive, sophisticated, and stimulating overview of the world standing behind the Hebrew
Scriptures and the New Testament and the impression it left on their varied contents. Matthews navigates a
remarkable spectrum of history, geography, and civilizations with masterful skill. Both seasoned scholars
and newcomers to the study of the Bible will find this to be a valuable and eminently readable resource."
--Mark Leuchter, Temple University
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From reader reviews:
KyleGill:

Now aday people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Cultural World of the Bible:
An Illustrated Guide to Manners and Customs book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Douglas Holmes:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get alife style. Thisreading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The The Cultural World of the
Bible: An Illustrated Guide to Manners and Customs is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Barbara Gunter:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mabile phone. Like The Cultural World of the
Bible: An Illustrated Guide to Manners and Customs which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's notice.

Ella Oxley:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students
but additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year for you to year.
As we know those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us
to around the world. With the book The Cultural World of the Bible: An Illustrated Guide to Manners and
Customs we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative
person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always
be doubt to change your life by this book The Cultural World of the Bible: An lllustrated Guide to Manners
and Customs. Y ou can more inviting than now.
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