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This book proposes that in a number of French Renaissance texts, produced in varying contexts and genres,
we observe a shift in thinking about memory and forgetting. Focusing on a corpus of texts by Marguerite de
Navarre, Pierre de Ronsard, and Michel de Montaigne, it explores several parallel transformations of and
challenges to traditional discourses on the human faculty of memory. Throughout Classical Antiquity and the
Middle Ages, a number of influential authors described memory as a powerful tool used to engage important
human concerns such as spirituality, knowledge, politics, and ethics. This tradition had great esteem for
memory and made great efforts to cultivate it in their pedagogical programs. In the early sixteenth century,
this attitude toward memory started to be widely questioned. The invention of the printing press and the early
stages of the scientific revolution challenged the intellectual landscape in ways that would make memory less
important in intellectual endeavors. Sixteenth-century writers began to question the reliability and stability of
memory. They became wary of this mental faculty, which they portrayed as stubbornly independent,
mysterious, unruly, and uncontrollable—an attitude that became the norm in modern Western thought as is
illustrated by the works of Descartes, Locke, Freud, Proust, Foucault, and Nora, for example. Writing in this
new intellectual landscape, Marguerite de Navarre, Ronsard, and Montaigne describe memory not as a
powerful tool of the intellect but rather as an uncontrollable mental faculty that mirrored the uncertainty of
human life. Their characterization of memory emerges from an engagement with a number of traditional
ideas about memory. Notwithstanding the great many differences in concerns of these writers and in the
nature of their texts, they react against or transform their classical and medieval models in similar ways.
They focus on memory's unruly side, the ways that memory functions independently of the will. They
associate memory with the fluctuations of the body (the organic soul) rather than the stability of the mind
(the intellectual soul). In their descriptions of memory, these authors both reflect and contribute to a modern
understanding of and attitude towards this mental faculty.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Arnold:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Transformations of Memory and Forgetting
in Sixteenth-Century France: Marguerite de Navarre, Pierre de Ronsard, Michel de Montaigne to read.

Gerald Chisholm:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Transformations of Memory and Forgetting in Sixteenth-Century
France: Marguerite de Navarre, Pierre de Ronsard, Michel de Montaigne book is readable simply by you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
associated with Transformations of Memory and Forgetting in Sixteenth-Century France: Marguerite de
Navarre, Pierre de Ronsard, Michel de Montaigne content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do
you nevertheless thinking Transformations of Memory and Forgetting in Sixteenth-Century France:
Marguerite de Navarre, Pierre de Ronsard, Michel de Montaigne is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Anita Rhodes:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Transformations of Memory and Forgetting in
Sixteenth-Century France: Marguerite de Navarre, Pierre de Ronsard, Michel de Montaigne can give you a
lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve
offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Transformations of Memory and Forgetting in
Sixteenth-Century France: Marguerite de Navarre, Pierre de Ronsard, Michel de Montaigne.

Pamela Eckert:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that



reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Transformations of
Memory and Forgetting in Sixteenth-Century France: Marguerite de Navarre, Pierre de Ronsard, Michel de
Montaigne.
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