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Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade:
1,3, University of Freiburg (Institut für Nordamerikastudien), course: Literature and Culture of the 1920s, 15
entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: What is it that cinema-goers anticipate when flocking
weekday nights to the Cinemaxxes and Cinestars throughout the world? And what expected the audiences of
the 1920s during the heyday of the silent film area, when 100 million people a week were drawn to the
movie palaces in America? Bare amusement? Weekend enjoyment? Or rather artistically challenging avant-
garde films with politically provocative messages? What we mostly expect of the movies, is to satisfy a
longing for something new and extraordinary. Still today and also at the beginning of the classic Hollywood
era, movies have been attractive in that they have offered an alternative reality to that of actual ordinary life;
be it through romance, action, exotic scenarios or mere entertainment. Especially in the 1920, with the
establishment of Hollywood, movie-going became an enormously popular form of modern mass
entertainment. King Vidor’s The Crowd (1928), however, is a rare exception. Its main interest is not the
unknown or exotic, it does not function as an alternative reality. In contrast to the mainstream Hollywood
productions of the 1920s, the film concentrates on ‘normality’ and plainness. Thus, what The Crowd offers is
a stylized and satirized portrayal of the everyday lives of exactly the audiences who where watching the film.
In doing so, the film does not charm or arouse passionate feelings. On the contrary, it functions as a mirror
and leaves the spectators frustrated about the meaninglessness of modern life and their own ambitions for
success and consumption. With its depiction of everyday middle class life and its critique of modern mass
culture, The Crowd also challenges reductionist perspectives of the ‘roaring twenties’ as a permanent orgy,
of wild flappers and frenzied Jazz parties, as is still prevalent in popular discourse today. The alternative
view it offers, is that of a decade characterized by rising corporate power, the pressure to adjust and the
powerlessness of the individual against an increasing standardization in the work and leisure sphere. Thus, in
this paper I will examine, how the The Crowd differs from the mainstream Hollywood productions of the
time and in what way Vidor’s film can be interpreted as a critique of 1920s mass culture. [...]
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From reader reviews:

Erin Cummins:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Cinema of Mediocrity - The Representation of
1920s Mass Culture in King Vidor's The Crowd is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Ann Fortune:

This book untitled Cinema of Mediocrity - The Representation of 1920s Mass Culture in King Vidor's The
Crowd to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you
can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from
your list.

Marla Brinker:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Cinema of Mediocrity - The
Representation of 1920s Mass Culture in King Vidor's The Crowd, you may enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Amy Christensen:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as of book
Cinema of Mediocrity - The Representation of 1920s Mass Culture in King Vidor's The Crowd. Contain
your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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